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PREFACE. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  hQiiour  to  present  the  following  report,  which 
deals  with  the  health  and  sanitary  circunistances  of  the  borough  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  191G,  and  reviews  the  work  carried  out  under 
the  direction  of  your  medical  officer. 

Population. 

It  is  officially  estimated  that  the  civil  population  of  the  borough 
for  the  year  1916  was  approximately  90,000,  and  that  the  total  population 
including  those  on  military  and  naval  service  was  98,000. 

All  the  vital  statistics  with  the  exception  of  the  birth-rate,  marriage- 
late  and  rate  of  infant  mortality  have  been  calculated  in  the  estimated 
civil  population,  but  the  prevalence  of  overcrowding  and  other  evidence 
point  to  a  population  exceeding  the  official  estimate. 

Mortality. 

The  death-rate  was  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  but  again 
higher  than  the  rate  of  the  wiiole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  effects  of 
the  cesspool,  the  open  ashpit,  the  unpaved  yard,  the  ill-swept  street,  over¬ 
crowding  and  want  of  personal  cleanliness  are  first  seen  in  ill-health  and 
death  in  the  child  population.  St.  Helens  for  the  years  1911-1914  was 
fourth  among  the  large  towns  possessing  excessively  high  death-rates  in 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  Out  of  every  thousand  born  in  this 
period  242  failed  to  sur\ive  until  the  fifth  year.  The  medical  officer  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  a  report  recently  issued’^  states  that  ,  the  ward 

“  death-rate  for  St.  Helens . should  emphasize  the  importance 

of  much  more  rigid  sanitary  control  and  supervision  in  the  central  portions 
“  of  great  towns. 

‘‘  A  minimum  standard  for  these  large  and  densely  populated  areas 
“  necessitates  in  addition  to  satisfactory  municipal  cleanliness  : — 

1.  A  dwelling,  each  room  of  which  can  be  efficiently  ventilated 

and  lighted. 

2.  Satisfactory  sleeping  accommodation  for  each  member  of  the 

family. 
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3.  The  provision  of  a  separate  water  supply  and  sink  for  each 

family. 

4.  The  provision  of  movable  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  house 

refuse,  and  the  systematic  and  frequent  removal  of  tliis 
refuse. 

5.  The  abolition  of  privies  and  pail  closets,  and  convenient  access 

to  a  water-closet. 

6.  The  adequate  paving  of  yards,  front  and  back. 

7.  Satisfactory  food  storage 

Wlien  these  conditions  are  fulfilled  it  should  become  practicable 
to  insist  that  each  occupier  will  ]uaintain  — 

8.  Strict  cleanliness  in  the  interior  of  the  dwelling.’’ 


Sanitation. 

Apart  from  the  removal  of  nuisances  directly  prejudicial  to  health  ; 
there  has  been  little  attempt  to  improve  the  unsatisfactorv  conditions 
under  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  live.  Difficulty  of  obtaining  labour 
and  the  high  price  of  materials,  are  the  reasons  usually  advanced  for  failure 
to  maintain  property  in  repair.  Local  Authorities  can  rarely  obtain  sanction 
to  borrow  money  except  for  purposes  intimately  concerned  with  the  prosecii. 
tion  of  the  war,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  forgotten  that  the  physique  of  the 
army  must  depend  very  largely  on  the  health  of  the  civil  population  from 
which  recruits  are  drawn. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and  rliphtlieria  were  again  prevalent, 
but  the  latter  disease  was  of  a  type  less  virulent  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  Measles,  typhoid  and  cerebro  spinal  fevers  were  almost  absent  from 
the  district.  No  case  of  small-pox  occurred. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  activities  of  the  department  have  again  been  concentrated  on 
this  branch  of  public  health  work,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  already 
there  are  signs  that  tiie  labour  and  time  expended  are  not  in  vain.  A 
rapidly  increasing  attendance  of  mothers  and  children  at  the  Welfare 
Centres  is  a  testimonv  to  the  success  of  the  scheme. 

xJ 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  during  1916  many  infant  lives  were  saved 
by  the  advice  and  supervision  given  by  the  assistant  medical  officers  and 
stall  of  health  visitors,  and  by  the  facilities  for  treatment  provided  for 


in  others  aiirl  ailing  children  in  the  Oor‘[)oration  Tlospitals.  In  this  respect 
it  is  sig.nihcant  tliat  tlie  infant  death-rate  was  tlie  lowest  kiK)wn  for  the 
district  nainclv  108  per  tliousand  l)irths  ;  altliough  some  part  of  tliis 
favourable  decline  may  justly  be  attidbuted  to  causes  operative  throughout 
tlie  country,  yet  it  ap'j)ears  reasonable  to  conclude  that  tlie  effects  of  the 
campaig]!  against  infant  mortality  in  8t.  Helens  are  begimiing  to  bo  apparent. 
Fiirthcr  reference  on  this  subject  will  be  found  oji  page  30. 

Nep]ds  of  the  Districts. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1915  1  gave  the  opinion  that  there  were 
six  diia'ctions  in  which  resolute  action  was  ne(‘ded  if  the  iLcalth  of  the  district 
was  to  be  improved.  The  Coimcil  have  recently  decided  to  take  action  in 
one  directio]!  and  an  order  has  been  made  for  the  weekly  removal  of  horse 
manure  during  the  summer  months. 

Five  requirements  remain  : — 

The  provision  of  houses  for  the  working  (dass  and  the  closing 
and  clearance  of  certain  insanitary  areas. 

The  provision  of  adequate'  hos])ital  accommodation  for 
maternity  and  for  infectious  diseases. 

The  conversion  of  the  pail  closets  and  privie'S  now  in  use. 

The  abolition  of  the  bricked  ashplaces  and  the  provision  of 
closed  ashbins. 

The  paving  of  yards. 

Special  Eeports. 

An  article  by  Dr.  Gee  on  Infant  WTlfare  is  issued  as  an  a])pendix 
to  this  reqiort  ;  his  figures  and  conclusions  are  worthy  of  careful  perusal. 

Staff. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  willing  and  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  the  members  of  my  staff  have  carried  out  their  duties.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  work  of  the  department  to  have  been  carried 
on  had  not  the  staff  ungrudgingly  given  time  to  duties  outside  ordinary 
office  hours. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  CATES. 


July,  1917. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 


St.  Helens. 

Total  Population — Estimated  to  the  middle  of 

the  year —  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98,000 

Estimated  Civil  Population  ...  ...  ...  90,000 

Marriages  .  568 

Annual  rate  of  persons  married  per  1,000  of  the 

total  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 '58 

Births  ...  ...  Males  ...1,339  7 

Females  ...1,260  ^  iotal  2,599 

Aniiiial  rate  of  birtJis  per  1,000  of  the  total  jiiopulation  26 ' 5 

Deaths  .  Males  ...  804  7 

Females  ...  714  1  Total  1,518 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  per  1,000  of  the  civil 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 '86 

Total  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  ...  ...  176 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases 

per  1,000  of  the  civil  population  ...  ...  1*95 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  108 

23-0 


1916. 

England 
and  Wales. 

36,250,000 

34,500,000 

279,227 

14'9 

785,454 

21'6 


14-0 

91 

12-47 


Death-rate  from  diarrhoea  of  children  under  two 
years  of  age,  per  1,000  births  . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

BOROUGH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1916. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

St.  Helens  is  situated  in  the  south-west  of  Lancashire,  about  ten  miles 
north-east  of  Liverpool  and  twenty  miles  west  of  Manchester.  The  coast  is 
nearest  at  Seaforth,  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  twelve  miles  west 
of  the  borough. 

The  line  of  the  borough  boundary  is  roughly  the  circumference  of  a 
circle,  the  centre  being  at  Peasley  Cross,  and  the  radius  a  distance  of  about 
two  miles. 

The  area  is  approximately  7,285  acres  :  the  rateable  value  on  the 
31st  March,  1916,  was  £386,006.  A  penny  rate  under  Section  211  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  estimated  to  yield  £1,483. 

On  the  north-east  are  the  urban  districts  of  Haydock  and  Ashton-in- 
Makerfield,  and  the  rural  district  of  Warrington.  With  these  exceptions, 
the  borough  is  bounded  by  the  Whiston  rural  area. 

From  the  south-west  corner  of  the  borough,  about  270  feet  above 
sea-level,  the  ground  slopes  gradually  towards  a  belt  of  low-lying  land 
extending  from  east  to  west  across  the  district,  and  traversed  by  small 
streams  which  unite  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  area  to  form  the  Sankey 
brook.  One  of  these  watercourses,  known  as  Windle  brook,  passes 
through  the  centre  of  the  thickly  populated,  north-western  division  of 
the  borough.  It  appears  that  the  older  portions  of  the  town  were  built 
along  the  banks  of  this  stream.  The  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  borough 
also  inclines  towards  the  Windle  brook. 

Between  St.  Helens  and  the  coast,  the  land  generally  is  low-lying  and 
is  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

The  borough  is  divided  into  nine  wards.  Table  1,  on  page  44, 
shows  the  position,  acreage,  estimated  population  for  1916,  and  density 
of  each  ward  calculated  on  the  approximate  area  built  upon. 
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Railways  and  Roads. 

Geology  of  the  District. 

History  of  the  Town. 

Industries  and  Occupations. 

A  reference  to  each  of  these  sulijects  will  be  found  in  the  annual  report 
for  the  year  1914. 


METEOROLOGY. 

At  the  Corporation  Observatory  in  Victoria  Park,  readings  are  taken 
once  a  day,  at  9  a.m. 

Table  2  on  page  45  shows  the  annual  rainfall  in  8t.  Helens  since  1889 

The  weekly  record  of  readings  taken  at  the  Observatory  during  the 
year  is  given  in  table  3  on  page  46. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimated  total  population  of  the  borough  at  the  middle  of  1910 
was  98,000.  According  to  the  figures  revealed  by  the  National  Registration 
Act  the  civil  population  was  estimated  to  be  90,000.  Tables  4  and  5  on 
page  47  gives  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  each  ward  as  shown  by  the 
census  returns  of  1911. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  at  the  time  of  the 
last  census  is  set  out  in  table  6  on  page  48. 

Table  7  on  page  49  gives  the  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  various 
institutions  of  the  borough  at  the  census  period  1911,  and  also  the  figures 
for  1916. 

An  inquiry  was  carried  out  during  Dec.,  1916,  respecting  the  number 
of  unoccupied  buildings  in  the  borough,  the  figures  are  shown  in  table  8, 
on  page  50. 

Number  of  Persons  per  Inhabited  Building. 

Classification  of  Building. 

Tables  relating  to  lioiising  ('onditions  taken  from  the  ('ensns  returns 

o  o 

of  1911  were  set  out  in  the  annual  report  for  1914, 
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BOAED  OF  TKADE  LABOUR  EXCHANGE. 

The  figures  in  table  9  show  the  number  of  applications  for  employ- 
‘ment  received,  the  number  of  vacancies  notified  by  employers  and  the 
number  of  vacancies  filled,  for  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st  Dec., 
1910.  The  figures,  wliich  do  not  include  vacancies  of  a  casual  nature, 
are  indicative  of  the  valuable  work  carried  on  by  the  Exchange. 


POOR  LAW  AND  OTHER  FORMS  OF  RELIEF. 

The  amount  of  out-door  relief  in  money  and  kind  supplied  by  the 
Guardians  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1916,  to  persons 
resident  within  the  borough,  and  chargeable  to  the  Union  was  £0,317  /4/5. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  figures  showing  the  amount 
of  pauperism  in  tlie  borough  for  a  series  of  years,  as  the  statistics  are  not 
prepared  by  tlie  Poor  Law  Authorities  for  separate  sanitary  districts,  but 
for  the  whole  Union,  which  comprises  nineteen  townshi2)S. 

The  local  branch  of  the  (Tarity  Organization  Society  did  not  afford 
assistance  to  applicants  during  1910. 

A  Police  Aided  scheme  to  provide  clothing  for  destitute  children  is  in 
existence  in  the  borough.  As  a  result  of  useful  work  carried  out  during 
the  past  year,  579  children  received  foot-gear  and  clothing,  1,899  articles 
being  distributed. 

Free  meals  to  the  number  of  41 ,455  were  provided  by  the  local 
Education  Authority  for  children  selected  from  a  school  population  of 
20,520. 


MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSISTANCE. 

There  are  two  general  hospitals  in  St.  Helens,  containing  200  beds 
for  the  relief  of  those  residing  within  the  borough  and  the  surrounding 
district.  During  the  year,  1,667  in-patients  and  840  out-patients  received 
treatment,  and  764  wounded  soldiers  were  taken  into  hospital.  Neither 
institution  accepts  maternity  cases  or  patients  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases.  There  are  no  resident  medical  officers.  Admission  to  the  St. 
Helens  Hospital  is  limited  to  penny-a-week  subscribers  and  their  wi\es 
gnd  children. 
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Accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Corporation  at  the  borough 
hospitals  for  persons  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  enteric  fever, 
smallpox,  tuberculosis  and  certain  other  diseases.  Maternity  and  child 
welfare  cases  are  also  admitted. 

A  voluntary  Association  for  the  aid  of  crippled  children  has  rendered 
valuable  help  during  the  year  to  28  patients,  by  the  provision  of  apparatus, 
spinal  carriages,  and  hospital  treatment, 

A  Fresh- Air  Fund  sent  62  children  to  convalescent  homes  for  a  period 
of  at  least  three  weeks,  and  also  provided  in  other  ways  for  a  large  number 
of  cases. 

The  Education  Authority  contributed  £481  -  7  -  6  towards  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  children  at  surgical  homes  and  other  institutions. 

A  Nursing  Association,  by  means  of  voluntary  contributions,  maintains 
a  superintendent  and  six  nurses  to  attend  suitable  cases  in  their  own 
homes,  except  those  residing  in  an  outlying  area.  One  thousand  and  sixty- 
nine  new  cases  and  139  old  cases  were  nursed  during  the  year,  the  total 
number  of  visits  amounting  to  29,256. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council  supply  water  to  the  district  under  the  provisions  of  the 
St.  Helens  Improvement  Act,  1869,  and  the  St.  Helens  Water  Act,  1882. 

Water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  new  red  sandstone.  There  are 
six  pumping  stations.  A  portion  of  tlie  water  is  pumped  to  a  central 
reservoir,  and  before  being  distributed  is  softened  by  a  liming  process,  the 
average  hardness  before  and  after  softening  being,  according  to  Clark’s 
scale,  20.9°  and  10.16°  respectively.  During  the  year  ending  tlie  -31st 
December,  1916,  1,408,673,607  gallons  were  used,  936,70-5,707  for  domestic 
supply,  and  471,967,900  for  trade  purposes.  The  vast  majority  of  houses 
in  tlie  borough  are  supplied  from  the  (Corporation  mains.  The  su])ply  is 
constant,  and  in  periods  of  ])rolonged  drought  has  proved  sufficient.  A 
few  farms  and  cottages  are  still  supplied  from  shallow  wells. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analvses  which  are  carried  out  at  regular 
intervals  show  that  the  water,  although  very  hard,  is  of  a  high  degree  of 
purity.  There  is  no  evidence  of  metallic  or  other  contamination. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Sankey  brook,  formed  by  the  union  of  Windle,  Sutton  and  Rainford 
brooks  together  with  several  small  watercourses,  passes  tluough  the  north¬ 
eastern  quarter  of  the  borough,  closely  following  the  course  of  the  St.  Helens 
Canal.  It  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Corporation  sewage  works  and 
also  an  amount  of  untreated  sewage.  Trade  effluent  from  various  works 
passes  into  the  brook,  wliich  is  considerably  polluted. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

Drains  are  laid  in  practically  the  whole  of  the  populous  portions  of 
the  borough.  There  is  separation  of  sewage  and  storm  water  in  the  Denton’s 
Green  and  Newtown  areas,  surface  and  storm  water  being  turned  into 
Windle  brook.  In  the  outlying  districts  a  number  of  houses  have  been 
built  in  a  situation  remote  from  a  sewer.  About  three-quarters  of  the  sewage 
of  the  borough  is  treated  at  the  Parr  sewage  works  by  liming  and  sedimenta¬ 
tion  :  the  effluent,  varying  greatly  in  composition,  is  discharged  into  the 
Sankey  brook.  The  remainder  of  the  sewage  is  turned,  untreated,  into 
the  same  watercourse.  The  bulk  of  the  material  collected  from  the  con¬ 
servancy  system  is  treated  at  a  depot  in  Parr.  A  portion  of  the  substance 
obtained  from  privy  middens  is  sold  to  farmers, 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Tables  10  and  11  on  page  51  sliow  the  estimated  number  of  houses  with 
the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  existent  in  the  borough  each  year 
since  1907,  and  tlie  number  of  conversions  completed  since  1904.  Owing 
to  the  war  there  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of 
conversions  carried  out. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  fifteen  of  these  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Eleven 
are  modern  structures,  but  in  only  one  instance  is  there  water  closet  accom¬ 
modation.  Additional  provision  is  urgently  needed,  both  as  regards  closets 
and  also  urinals  for  women. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

These  are  situated  in  Boundary  Koad.  The  total  number  of  baths  used 
during  the  year  was  130,239,  being  100,671  plunge  baths,  11,072  slipper 
baths,  47  vajmur  baths,  and  18,449  baths  were  provided  free  for  soldiers. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Removal  of  house  refuse,  and  the  emptying  of  tub  and  pail  closets 
and  privy  middens  are  undertaken  by  the  Corporation.  The  removal  of 
the  contents  of  privy  middens  is  carried  out  about  three  times  a  year, 
and  at  less  infrequent  intervals  on  request.  Pail  closets  and  ashplaces 
are  emptied  about  once  a  week.  Fish  refuse  and  other  material  liable 
readily  to  decompose  are  taken  away  about  twice  a  week.  Bricked  ashpits 
and  ashplaces  with  wooden  doors  are  common  in  the  borough.  The  conversion 
of  these  to  moveable  wall  bins  of  the  tippler  type  is  slowly  being  proceeded 
with,  37  were  converted  during  the  year.^  In  new  houses  moveable 
bins  are  generally  provided. 

About  three-quarters  of  the  house  and  trade  dry  refuse  is  treated  at  a 
destructor  in  Boundary  Road.  During  1915,  11,904  tons  were  destroyed. 
The  actual  cost  of  labour  per  ton  for  destruction  only  was  Is.  9|d.,  and  the 
approximate  allowance  for  the  sale  of  steam  amounted  to  £623. 

The  remainder  of  the  house  refuse  is  tipped  at  Parr. 

The  general  condition  of  the  streets,  passages  and  footpaths  is  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  in  some  areas  of  the  town  extremely  insanitary. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation.  Tlie  state  of  the 
paving,  in  many  of  the  streets,  renders  the  work  difficult.  The  main 
streets  are  cleansed  about  twice  a  week,  the  side  streets  and  passages 
about  once  a  week.  The  cleansing  and  sweeping  of  footpaths  adjoining 
dwellings  is  the  duty  of  occu])iers,  and  is  generally  neglected. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT., 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  10,3G1. 

Table  12  on  page  52  contains  a  list  of  notices  served  during  1910. 
and  a  record  of  previous  years. 

CHOKED  DRAINS. 

When  it  is  discovered  that  a  drain  is  choked  an  officer  of  the  departmen 
attempts  to  remove  the  obstruction  before  a  notice  is  served  on  the  owner 
or  occupier.  During  the  year,  712  drains  were  plunged,  and  in  480  instances 
the  obstruction  was  removed. 

CLEANSING  OF  PREMISES. 

A  whitewash  brush  and  a  supply  of  lime  were  provided  for  the  use 
of  462  persons  unable  to  pay  for  the  necessary  cleaning  of  their  houses. 
Thirteen  tons  of  lime  being  distributed  and  four  tons  of  disinfectant. 
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PREtVIiSES  AND  OCCUPATiONS  CONTROLLED 
BY  BY E’- LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  were  in  the  borough  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  five  common 
lodging  liouses  registered  for  the  reception  of  219  lodgers. 

During  131  inspections  thirteen  infringements  of  byelaws  were  dis¬ 
covered. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  were  five  houses  on  tlie  register  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  but  there  are  a  large  number  of  houses  illegally  used  as  houses  let-in 
lodgings.  The  houses  are  on  the  whole  only  moderately  well  kept.  Eighty 
inspections  were  made,  and  eleven  notices  were  served. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  113  of  these  on  the  register  ;  one  is  underground.  Mechanical 
power  is  used  in  seventeen  instances.  Twenty-one  defects  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  and  after  notice  twenty  were  remedied. 

There  is  room  for  considerable  improvement  both  in  the  sanitation  of 
the  premises  and  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  observed. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Eight  boats  were  inspected.  No  instance  of  infectious  disease  was 
discovered  nor  were  any  boats  detained  for  cleansing  or  disinfection.  Three 
infringements  of  the  Acts  were  detected,  two  being  failure  to  produce  the 
necessary  certificate  ;  one  boat  was  found  to  be  leaking.  Further  details 
of  the  workfare  given  in  table  71. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

At  least  nine  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  within  the  borough.  There 
are  five  tripe  dealers,  a  manure  manufacturer,  a  fat  melter,  a  bone  boiler, 
and  a  gut  scraper.  In  many  cases  the  premises  are  structurally  unsuitable. 

CELLAR  DWELLINGS. 

No  instance  was  discovered  of  the  use  of  an  underground  room  as  a 
dwelling. 
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SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

I'lie  atmosphere  of  the  district  is  considerably  polluted  by  the  imperfect 
combustion  of  coal. 


SCHOOLS. 

Reference  to  the  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools 
will  be  found  on  page  98,  and  an  account  of  the  administrative  control 
over  infectious  disease  in  schools  is  given  on  page  101. 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

COWKEEPERS  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Twenty-six  persons  are  registered  as  cowkeepers.  There  are  about  175 
cows  kept  for  dairy  purposes  within  the  district.  The  animals  are  inspected 
four  times  a  year  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  appointed  by  the  Committee. 
Fifteen  defects  in  the  cowsheds  were  reported  during  1916.  A  consider¬ 
ably  higlier  standard  of  cleanliness  might  be  observed  both  in  the  methods 
of  milking  aiid  in  the  state  of  the  siieds,  and  insufficient  use  is  made  of 
the  means  of  ventilation  provided. 

MILK  SHOPS. 

During  1916,  five  milk  shop  dealers  were  added  to  the  register,  and 
six  removed,  126  remaininu'  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  the  Committee  now  insist  that  milk  sold  from  shops  shall 
be  stored  in  special  receptacles,  yet  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
risk  of  contamination  in  certain  cases  is  considerable.  General  dealers 
shoidd  not  be  permitted  to  sell  milk. 


MILK. 

No  systematic  bacteriological  examination  has  been  made  of  milk 
sold  within  the  borough. 

MEAT. 

A  municipal  abattoir  is  in  a  central  position  and  has  in  connection 
with  it  cold  air  stores.  4,417  beasts,  456  calves,  3,391  sheep  and  4,274 
pigs  wmre  killed  in  the  public  slaughter  house  during  the  year.  No  utilisa¬ 
tion  is  made  of  the  offal  or  other  waste  products.  A  proportion  of  the 
meat  sold  in  the  district  is  prepared  outside  the  borough,  in  places  where 
efficient  inspection  is  impossible.  It  appears  very  desirable  that  all 
meat  brought  into  the  district  for  sale  should  be  first  passed  through  a 
clearing-house,  until  this  is  accomplished  no  system  of  meat  inspection 
can  be  considered  satisfactory.  Five  private  slaughterhouses  still  remain  in 
the  borough,  and  are  without  exception  unsuitable  and  generally  insanitary. 
Four  are  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and  pigs,  and  one  for  pigs  only. 
The  private  slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited  by  the  inspectors,  frequent 
visits  being  paid  when  slaughtering  is  expected  to  occur.  The  licensee  of 
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each  private  slaughter-house  keeps  a  register  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
makes  a  weekly  return  to  the  medical  officer  of  health.  An  inspection  of 
meat  exposed  for  sale  is  regularly  carried  out.  The  numbers  of  animals 
killed  in  the  private  slaughter  houses  during  the  year  were  104  beasts? 
2  calves,  826  sheep,  2,172  pigs. 

Table  14  shows  the  number  of  animals  found  on  slaughter  to  be  diseased, 
and  the  approximate  weights  of  meats  condemned  at  the  abattoir  and  at 
the  private  slaughter-houses. 

FOOD  I^OISONING. 

No  definite  epidemic  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  borough  during 
1916,  but  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  majority  of  the  64  deaths  which 
occurred  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  can  be  directly  attributed  to  infected 
food. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Milk. 

Forty-three  informal  samples  were  purchased,  all  of  these  were  geniune  ; 
288  formal  samples  were  taken,  and  23  were  adulterated  or  otherwise 
tampered  with. 

Table  15  on  page  54  shows  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  milk  samples, 
and  the  magisterial  proceedings  are  set  out  in  table  69. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

These  regulations  prohibit  the  addition  of  any  preservative  substance 
to  milk  intended  for  human  consumption.  Only  cream  containing  35  per 
cent,  or  more  of  fat  may  be  preserved,  and  then  only  by  certain  substances, 
the  nature  and  amount  of  which  must  be  stated  on  a  label.  No  preservative 
was  discovered  in  the  samples  of  milk  examined.  No  samples  of  jireserved 
cream  were  analysed.  No  instances  of  an  infringement  of  the  requirements 
as  to  labelling  were  detected.  Practically  no  cream  other  than  preserved 
cream  is  obtainable  in  the  district. 

Other  Food. 

The  number  and  nature  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given 
on  table  16  on  page  54. 
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HOUSING. 


Owing  to  the  war  practically  no  notices  have  been  served  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Towji  Planning  Act,  1901),  and  under  section 
111  of  St.  Helens  Iniproveinent  Act,  1869. 

A  large  number  of  closing  ordeis  and  ordeis  for  demolition  made  by 
the  Council  are  still  in  operation,  but  tlie  houses  are  occupied  and  no  ste23s 
have  beeii  taken  to  remedy  tlie  defects  there  existent.  Since  the  outbreak 
of  war  overcrowding  has  largely  increased. 

Tables  IT  and  18,  begijining  oil  page  55,  give  some  idea  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  housing  in  the  borough. 


% 
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FACTORY  ANO  WORKSHOPS  ACT, 


FACTORIES. 


Tlie  inspection  of  these  is  in  the  hands  of  a  factory  inspector  appointed 
by  the  Home  Office.  Anv  act,  neuiect,  or  default  wliich  can  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  is  referred  to  the  Local  Authority.  Table  19 
gives  a  list  of  matters  so  referred  during  191G  ;  tlie  necessary  alteration 
had  been  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  workshops  registered  is  o02.  These  were  visited  on 
110  occasions  and  as  a  result  the  defects  shown  in  table  20  were  discovered 
and  in  due  course  remedied. 

WORKPLACES. 

Eighteen  workplaces  are  registered,  the  trades  carried  on  being  in 
one  instance  that  of  a  plumber,  in  seven  a  joiner,  in  three  a  wheelwright, 
in  three  a  smith,  and  in  two  a  mason.  Two  cab-yards  are  registered. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Reference  to  these  will  be  found  on  page  18. 


OUTWORKERS. 

Occupiers  of  factories,  workshops,  or  any  place  from  which  work  of 
certain  kinds  is  given  out  are  compelled  to  keep  a  list  of  outworkers  employed 
by  them,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  the  list  to  the  Local  Authority  on  or  before 
the  1st  February  and  August  in  each  year.  Twelve  lists  referring  to 
sixteen  persons  were  made  out  by  employers  during  the  year.  None  of 
the  lists  was  sent  in  by  the  required  dates.  The  outworkers  ^vcrc  visited 
on  24  occasions  ;  the  surroundings  under  which  the  work  was  being  done 
were  found  on  the  whole  to  be  satisfactory. 

Tables  21  to  25  furnish  there  turns  annually  required  by  the  Home 
Office. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION, 


CORPORATION  HOSPITALS. 


Peasley  Cross  Hospital. 

The  borough  isolation  hospital  at  Peasley  Cross  was  erected  to  provide 
accommodation  for  92  patients.  Cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  typhoid 
fever,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  and  when  necessary  other  diseases  are 
admitted.  Tables  26  to  30  show  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the 
institution  during  the  year,  and  the  duration  of  treatment. 

Old  Whint  Hospital. 

The  small  pox  hospital  is  situated  at  Old  Whint.  Thirty-six  patients 
can  be  isolated.  The  hospital  has  been  occupied  during  the  year,  sixty 
convalescent  cases  of  scarlet  fever  being  under  treatment. 

Eccleston  Hall  Sanatorium. 

This  institution  has  been  fully  used  during  1916.  Tables  52  and  53 
give  a  record  of  admission  and  the  condition  of  the  patients  on  discharge. 

A  total  of  18,748  days  institutional  treatment  was  provided  for  insured 
persons,  and  1,097  attendances  were  made  by  them  to  the  dispensary. 

The  proportion  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to 
hospital  is  given  in  table  31. 

The  staff  on  duty  in  the  hospitals  at  the  end  of  December  consisted 
of  a  matron,  six  sisters,  seven  staff  nurses,  three  temporary  nurses,  20 
probationers,  34  domestic  servants,  and  nine  men. 


DISINFECTING  STATION. 

The  disinfection  station  is  situated  at  the  Peasley  Cross  hospital. 
Visits  to  894  houses  were  made  for  the  removal  of  clothing  and  bedding 
for  disinfection  by  steam.  A  list  of  the  articles  disinfected  is  given  in  table 
32. 

Infected  rooms  are  now  sprayed  with  a  solution  of  formalin  and  closed 
for  four  hoLUS.  During  the  year  2,237  rooms  were  disinfected. 
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AMBULANCE  STATION. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Peasley  Cross  hospital,  to  convey 
patients  to  either  of  the  Corporation  hospitals.  During  the  year,  the  total 
distance  covered  was  12,480  miles.  A  motor  van  was  also  in  use  and 
completed  about  G,000  miles. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

This  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  town  hall  and  consists  of  a  brick 
building  containing  two  rooms. 

Thirty-one  bodies  have  been  placed  in  the  mortuary  during  the  year, 
and  ten  post-mortem  examinations  were  conducted. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  LOCAL  OR  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Reference  to  this  subject  was  made  in  the  annual  report  for  1914. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

A  well-equipped  laboratory  is  provided  at  the  town  hall.  Exam¬ 
ination  of  material  from  suspected  cases  of  disease  is  carried  out  fr  e  of 
charge.  The  Council  now  provide  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of 
venereal  disease,  including  the  Wassermann  reaction  for  syphilis. 

The  numbers  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year  are  shown  in 
table  33. 

Anti-toxins  are  provided  free  for  persons  suflering  from  di])htheria  and 
other  diseases.  The  total  amount  used  during  the  year  was  3,864,000  units. 
The  outbreak  of  diphtheria  enormously  increased  the  bacteriological  work, 
if  the  material  examined  had  been  scjit  awav  for  investigation  the  cost 
Would  have  amounted  to  more  than  £500. 
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PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  ACUTE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  means  adoj^ted  in  the  borough  to  control  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease  do  not  differ  in  any  important  detail  from  those  given  in  the  annual 
report  for  1914. 

Smallpox. 

No  instance  of  this  infection  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from 
smallpox  in  the  borough  since  1873  are  given  in  table  34  on  page  65. 

Although  the  town  has  been  comparatively  free  from  the  disease  for 
several  years,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  increasing  number  of  the  population 
unprotected  by  vaccination  will  afford  suitable  material  for  an  extensive 
epidemic.  Table  35,  on  page  66,  shows  the  extent  of  vaccination  in  St. 
Helens  since  1897. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Two  cases  of  cerebro -spinal  fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  and 
two  deaths  were  stated  to  be  due  to  the  disease.  One  of  two  cases  notified 
was  probably  an  instance  of  another  disease. 

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup. 

During  the  year,  536  cases  with  85  deaths  have  been  reported,  giving 
an  attack  rate  of  5.9  and  a  death  rate  of  0.94  per  thousand  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  Table  37  on  page  67  sets  out  the  record  for  previous  3mars. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  was  497,  or  92*7  per  cent  of 
the  total  cases  notified.  Table  36,  page  66,  gives  a  classification  of  the  cases 
and  theJdeaths  according  to  the  age  of  the  patients. 

As  soon  as  it*  became  apparent  that  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  was 
likely  to  assume  epidemic  proportions  arrangements  Avere  made  for  the 
routine  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  nose  and  throat  of  all  persons 
living  in  the  house  from  which  a  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified.  In  all 
8,536  specimens  were  taken,  mainly  by  the  health  visitors,  and  examined 
during  the  year,  and  of  this  number  1,094  shoAved  the  presence  of  the 
organism  causing  diphtheria.  TAventy-eight  “  carrier  ”  cases  Avere  dis* 
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covered  and  isolated  either  at  home  or  in  hospital,  the  patients  were  treated 
with  diphtlieria  anti-toxin  and  local  apj)lications  of  antiseptics. 

School  children  attending  classes  in  which  diphtheria  had  occurred 
were  subject  to  routine  swabbing  and  in  several  instances  a  school  outbreak 
seemed  to  have  been  cut  short  by  the  discovery  of  a  carrier.” 

Erysipelas. 

Eighty-four  cases  were  notified  and  one  death  was  stated  to  have 
taken  place  from  the  disease  ;  two  cases  were  removed  to  the  isolation 
hospital.  Table  38,  on  page  38,  gives  a  record  of  the  notifications  and 
deaths  of  former  years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year,  733  notifications  were  received,  and  30  deaths  were 
reported. 

The  numbers  for  previous  years  are  shown  in  table  39  on  page  39. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  was  711,  or  93' 3  per  cent,  of 
those  notified.  Table  10,  page  70,  gives  a  classification  of  the  cases  and 
deaths  at  various  ages  from  scarlet  fever  during  the  year. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Eleven  cases  with  two  deaths  were  notified  during  1913.  Nine  of 
the  cases  notified  were  removed  to  hos])ital.  Table  13,  '[lage  71,  gives  the 
record  for  previous  years. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Ten  women  were  reported  during  the  year  to  be  sn  ffering  from  puerperal 
fever  and  one  death  was  stated  to  be  due  to  the  disease.  Five  of  the  cases 

notified  were  removed  to  hospital.  Table  44,  on  page  .72,  gives  figures 
relating  to  the  cases  reported  in  |)revious  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Sixty-one  children  were  notified  as  sufTering  from  this  disease.  Fifty- 
tbree  of  the  children  were  nursed  at  home,  being  attended  by  private 
practitioners  and  district  nurses,  while  of  the  more  se\ere  cases  eight  were 
admitted  into  the  isolation  hospital. 

Measles. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  was  193,  with  two 
deaths.  Table  45,  on  page  73,  gives  the  record  for  previous  years. 
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The  deaths  at  various  ages  during  1916  are  shown  in  table  41  on 
page  70. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Notifications  of  1,128  cases  with  34  deaths  were  received.  Table  46, 
on  page  74,  gives  a  record  of  the  extent  of  tlie  disease  in  oilier  years. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DLSFA8E8. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

According  to  a  system  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General,  deaths  from 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis  are  divided  up  as  they  occur  in  children  under  or 
above  two  years  of  age.  A  further  sub-division  is  made  into  infective 
and  non-infective  varieties  of  the  diseases.  The  Local  Government  Board, 
on  the  other  hand,  requires  a  return  of  all  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  irrespective  of  the  age  of  the  deceased.  During  1916,  64  deaths 
were  attributed  to  diarrhoea  or  enteritis,  and  of  these  58  occurred  in 
children  under  two  years,  being  a  death-rate  from  these  diseases  of  23 
per  1,000  births.  Table  42  on  page  70  shows  the  deaths  at  certain  age 
periods  from  both  diseases. 

The  figures  for  other  years  are  given  in  table  47  on  page  75. 

The  steps  taken  to  prevent  loss  of  life  from  these  diseases  were  given 
in  the  report  for  1915. 

After  ample  warning  by  leaflet  and  otherwise,  extending  over  three 
years,  a  flagrant  instance  of  exposure  for  sale  of  fly  contaminated  chocolates 
was  dealt  with  by  seizure  of  the  sweets  under  the  provision  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Subsequently  the  shop-keeper  was  summoned  before  the  magistrates 
and  a  fine  of  40  /-  was  imposed. 

As  this  case  was  the  first  of  its  kind  taken  under  food  sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  an  account  of  the  proceedings  are  given  for  reference. 

“  At  the  St.  Helens  Police  Court,  on  Sept.  22n(l,  1910,  before  two  magistrates, 
a  confectioner  was  summoned  on  a  charge  of  exposing  for  sale  chocolate  creams 
which  were  unfit  for  food.  The  case  was  unique  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
,uobably  one  of  the  first  of  the  kind  heard  in  the  country. 

The  town  clerk  who  ()rosecuted,  said  this  was  a  case  under  the  Public^  Health 
ACt.  The  defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  shop  in  a  main  street,  where  chocolates 
were  sold.  In  this  ])articular  case  there  were  chocmlate  creams  in  the  window, 
and  there  were  thirty  flies  crawling  over  it,  some  of  which  were  embedded  in  the 
chocolates.  They  were  seized  and  condemned  by  one  of  the  inagistrates.  They 
were  quite  unfit  for  food. 

The  medical  officer  of  health  gave  evidence  that  on  the  4th  inst.  he  was  walking 
along  the  street  in  question  when  he  noticed  a  considerable  number  of  flies  in  the 
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window  of  the  defendant’s  shop.  He  went  to  the  shop  front  and  looked  into  the 
window,  and  he  noticed  exposed  for  sale  in  front  of  the  window,  on  the  side  furthest 
from  the  door,  a  dish  of  chocolate  creams  in  bars,  which  were  obviously  unfit  for 
food.  The  surface  of  the  chocolate  creams  had  become  dull,  probably  through 
the  action  of  the  sun  and  the  flies  crawling  over  it.  One  or  two  of  the  bars  of  choco- 
lates  had  melted,  probably  with  the  sun,  and  in  the  melted  chocolate  were  four 
Hies.  During  the  period  he  looked  through  the  window,  not  more  than 
lialf  a  minute  or  a  minute,  thirty  flies  crawled  over  the  chocolate.  He  went  to  the 
town  hall  and  got  an  ins])ector  to  go  down  to  the  shop.  He  instructed  the  inspector 
to  look  through  the  window  and  note  the  number  of  flies.  He  then  went  into  the 
sho])  and  asked  the  assistant  to  show  him  the  dish  of  chocolate  creams.  She  took 
them  out  of  the  window.  He  told  her  that  he  was  the  medical  officer  of  health 
and  that  in  his  opinion  the  chocolate  creams  were  unfit  for  the  food  of  man.  He 
seized  them  and  they  were  taken  to  the  town  hall,  where  they  were  seen  by  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  condemned.  He  submitted  the  order  for  their  destruction. 
About  two  years  ago  the  sho])keepers  of  the  town  had  a  circular  sent  to  them, 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  danger  arising  from  contamination  by  flies,  and 
this  summer  another  circular  was  sent  round.  A  copy  of  that  circular  was  sent 
to  each  of  the  shops  in  charge  of  the  defendant.  Besides  that,  on  more  than  one 
occasion  he  had  warned  the  assistant  in  the  shop  that  steps  must  be  taken  to  prevent 
coTitamination  by  flies.  A])art  from  two  or  three  fly])apers  put  up  in  the  shop  he 
had  seen  nothing  done  to  prevent  flies  crawling  over  the  chocolates  or  other  sweet 
stuffs. 

In  reply  to  the  bench,  the  medical  officer  said  the  chocolate  creams  were  in 
his  0])inion  certainly  unfit  for  food.  Nearly  all  the  cases  of  summer  diarrhoea  in 
the  district  were  due  to  contamination  of  food  and  chiefly  contamination  by 
flies.  Besides  that  there  were  innumerable  ca.ses  of  illness  in  the  summer  arising 
from  the  same  cause. 

A  sanitary  inspector  gave  evidence  that  when  he  went  to  the  shop  the  window 
was  swarming  wdth  flies.  On  this  particidar  ])iece  of  chocolate  he  counted  between 
24:  and  30  flies,  four  of  which  were  embedded  in  the  chocolate.  The  chocolate 
was  seized  and  condemned. 

Defendant  said  there  were  few  sho]is  in  St.  Helens  that  had  not  flies  at  the 
time  this  occurred.  He  had  done  his  best  with  them,  and  put  up  papers,  and  if 
the  medical  officer  would  only  make  any  suggestion  as  to  how  he  would  get  rid 
of  them  he  would  be  only  too  pleased. 

The  magistrates  imposed  a  fine  of  40  /-  or  28  days.  ” 
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PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  204  notifications  were  received,  fifteen  of  the  cases  had 
been  previously  notified,  127  deaths  from  tlie  disease  were  recorded. 
Table  48,  on  page  76,  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  pidmonarv 
tuberculosis  received  each  year  since  1913,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths 
stated  to  be  due  to  the  disease. 

Table  49,  page  77,  shows  tlie  division  into  age  and  sex  groups  of  the 
primary  notifications  received. 

Forty-seven  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  in  persons 
concerning  whom  no  notification  had  been  received,  the  majority  of  wliich 
were  inmates  of  institutions,  a  considerable  number  of  the  notificalions 
were  made  within  a  short  period  before  death. 

The  steps  which  are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  are 
similar  to  those  set  out  in  the  annual  report  of  1914. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

One  hundred  and  thiity-seven  notifications  were  received  during  1916. 
Forty-one  deaths  were  recorded.  Table  51,  on  page  78,  shows  the  numlier 
of  deaths  attributed  to  forms  of  tuberculosis  other  than  pulmonary  since 
1873.  Up  to  the  present,  hospital  accommodation  has  not  been  generally 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  instances  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Table  50  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notifications 
received.  Steps  similar  to  those  previously  detailed  are  taken  to  follow  up 
and  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Table  52  on  page  79  gives  a  record  of  cases  admitted  to  Eccleston  Hall, 
and  in  table  53  is  shown  the  present  condition  of  the  patients  discharged. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

The  dispensary  is  situated  in  Claughton  Street. 

The  number  of  patients  attending  the  dispensary  is  set  out  in  table  55. 

The  nurses  made  320  first-visits  and  1,368  re-visits  to  notified  cases  and 
as  a  result  of  inquiiles  into  the  possible  sources  of  infection,  it  was  found  that 
in  35  per  cent,  of  the  cases  a  definite  history  could  be  obtained  of  close 
association  with  a  jierson  known  to  have  been  suffering  from  the  disease. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


St.  Helens  was  one  of  the  first  towns  to  provide  free  facilities  for  the 
diagnosis  of  cases  of  venereal  disease,  and  in  1916  further  progress  was 
made. 

A  complete  scheme  to  provide  free  facilities  for  tlie  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  was  submitted  for  approval  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Pending  the  decision  of  the  Board  the  opportunities  for  treatment 
first  provided  by  the  Corporation  in  1914  were  continued  and  thirteen 
patients  were  admitted  in  hospital.  Applications  for  free  treatment  in 
several  cases  came  from  the  sufferers  themselves,  and  there  was  no 
instance  of  iniwillingness  to  enter  an  institution. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease. 

Seventy-one  deaths  during  1916  were  stated  to  be  due  to  cancer  and 
mal ignant  d  isease 

Table  56,  page  81 ,  shows  the  figures  for  previous  years. 

Pulmonary  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

Three  hundred  and  three  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  respiratory 
diseases  other  than,  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases 
in  previous  years  is  shown,  in  table  57  on  page  82. 

Deaths  erom  Violence. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  took  place  from  violence  was  56. 
Eifty-six  inquests  were  held  and  ten  post-mortem  examinations  carried  out. 

Uncertified  Causes  of  Death. 

In  no  less  than  37  instances  a  death  was  registered  without  the  cause 
of  death  being  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner. 
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MEANS  FOR  PREVENTING  MORTALITY 
IN  CHILDBIRTH  AND  INFANCY. 


MIDWIVES’  ACT. 


At  the  close  of  1916,  36  women  gave  notices  of  their  intention  to 
practice  within  the  borough  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  qualifications  of 
these  women  were : — Central  Midwives  Board  examination  certificate, 
fourteen  ;  other  recognised  certificate,  thirteen  ;  untrained,  nine. 

Of  the  total  births  occurring  in  the  borough  99  per  cent,  were  attended 
by  midwives.  No  instance  was  discovered  of  a  birth  being  attended  by 
an  uncertified  midwife. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

The  number  of  stillbirths  notified  during  tlie  year  was  6-1.  Four 
liundred  would  probably  be  nearer  the  correct  figure. 


MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE. 

Under  rules  issued  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  a  midwife  must 
advise  that  medical  assistance  shall  be  obtained  in  any  case  where  abnormal 
conditions  occur  daring  the  confinement  or  in  the  lying-in  period.  The 
conditions  for  which  medical  assistance  was  said  to  be  required  are  given 


below. 

Abnormal  presentation .  5 

.Deformed  pelvis .  3 

Ante-partnm  lisemorrhage  . .  20 

Post-partum  ha?morrhage  .  5 

Retained  placenta .  1 

Ruptured  perinamm .  01 

Premature  birth  .  12 

Uterine  inertia  .  21 

Other  causes .  478 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  .  4 


610 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER,  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
Particulars  relating  to  these  diseases  are  given  on  page  27. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Complete  details  of  the  scheme  for  maternity  and  infant  welfare  work 
carried  on  in  the  borough  were  given  in  the  annual  report  for  the  year 
1915,  and  need  not  now  be  re-stated. 


The  attendance  at  the  maternity  centre  held  in  the  medical  officer’s 
department  at  the  town  hall  has  proved  so  successful  that  a  second  centre 
is  being  established  in  the  Marshalls  Cross  district,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
third,  in  conjunction  with  a  day  nursery,  will  shortly  be  opened  in  premises 
in  Oxford  Street. 


Ante-natal. 

The  health  visitors  paid  553  visits  to  expectant  mothers,  and  it  is 
agreeable  to  record  that  almost  without  exception  the  visitors  were  well 
received.  Four  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  for  treatment  into  the 
Corporation  hospitals. 


Post-natal. 

The  health  visitors  made  4,110  first  visits  and  9,057  total  visits  to 
infants  and  young  children.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty  attendances  were 
made  by  mothers,  and  864  by  infants  to  the  infant  welfare  centre,  and 
seventeen  mothers  and  47  children  woj’e  treated  in  the  Corporation  hos¬ 
pitals. 

Although  the  activities  of  the  department  in  the  prevention  of  infant 
mortality  cannot  fail  to  benefit  the  health  of  the  child  population,  yet  it  is 
necessary  to  emphasize  the  urgent  need  of  greater  expenditure  and  further 
efforts  if  St.  Helens  is  to  lose  the  unenviable  position  it  holds  among  towns 
with  a  high  child-mortality. 

The  following  tables  taken  from  a  report  by  Sir  Arthur  Newsholme 
give  groups  of  large  towns  arranged  according  to  high  or  low  rates  of  mor 
tality  among  children. 
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Lowest  and  Jiighest  death-rates  from  all  causes  among  cliildren  0-1 
years  of  age  per  1,000  births. 


Lowest. 


Hornsey .  67 

Ilford  .  70 

Bournemouth .  77 

Eastbourne .  77 

Bath .  78 

Ealing .  80 

East  Ham  .  82 

Hastings .  82 

Oxford  .  83 

Southend-on-Sea .  83 

Cambridge .  84 

Swindon .  85 

Walthamstow  .  85 

Wimbledon .  86 

Beading  .  89 

Coventrj^ .  90 

Croydon  .  90 

Leyton  .  90 

Cdllinghani  .  91 

\\mllasey .  91 

\\'illesden .  92 


Highest. 


Burnley .  172 

Stoke-on-Trent  .  161 

Wigan .  159 

Barnsley .  151 

Preston .  149 

Middlesbrough .  144 

x4berdare .  144 

ST.  HELENS  .  143 

Blackburn  .  143 

Walsall .  142 

Rhondda .  142 

Oldham .  139 

Nottingham  .  139 

Stockport  .  138 

Liverpool  .  138 

Dudley  .  138 

Bury .  137 

Salford  .  . .  136 

Rotherham .  135 

Sunderland .  134 

Manchester .  134 


Lowest  and  liighest  deatli-rates  from  all  causes  among  children  1-2 

years  of  age  per  1,000  survivors  at  age  one. 


Lowest. 


Ilford .  14.4 

Hornsey .  14.8 

Reading  .  14.9 

Hastings .  16.4 

Southend-on-Sea .  16.8 

Bath .  17.6 

Ealing .  18.0 

Bournemouth .  18.9 

Swindon .  19.1 

Cillinghame .  19.8 

Oxford  .  20.3 

Eastbourne .  20.6 

Croydon .  21.5 

Walthamstow  .  21.6 

Southport .  71.9 

Lincoln  .  22.6 


Highest. 


Middlesbrough .  70.6 

ST.  HELENS  .  69.2 

Wigan .  68.6 

Barnsley . . 66.0 

Liverpool  .  65.0 

Burnley .  58.9 

IVest  Bi  omwich .  57.1 

Oateshead .  56.5 

Bootle .  54.8 

Oldham .  54.5 

Salford  .  53.7 

Warrington  .  52.8 

Sheffield  .  52.7 

Stoke-on-Trent  .  52.3 

Manchester .  51.0 

Walsall .  50,0 
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Lowest  and  liigliest  deatli-rates  from  all  causes  among  cliildreii  2-5 
years  of  age  per  1,000  survivors  at  age  two. 


Lowest. 


Hornsey .  12.4 

iSouthencl-on-iSea .  12.() 

Ilford .  14., 4 

Ealing .  14.8 

Hastings .  1.5.5 

Oxford  .  ]5.() 

Bournemontli .  1().5 

Eastbourne .  17.2 

Lincoln  .  17.0 

Southampton .  18.2 

Southport .  18.0 

Reading  .  19.0 

Easthain .  19.7 

Croydon  .  20 .  .3 

Wimbledon .  20.0 

Enfield  .  21.0 

Leyton  .  21.0 

Bath  .  21.0 

Willesden .  21.0 

Wallasey .  21.9 

Walthamstow  .  22.4 


Highest. 


Middlesbrough .  58.1 

Liver})ool  .  50.1 

ST.  HELENS  .  49.0 

Wigan .  48.5 

Preston  .  47.3 

Burnley .  40.5 

West  Bromwich  .  40.0 

Oldham .  75.2 

Salford  .  44.9 

Sheffield  .  43.7 

Stoke-on-Trent  .  43.5 

Manchester .  43.1 

Rotherham .  42.4 

Barnsley .  42.4 

Warrington  .  42.3 

IVest  Hartlepool .  42.2 

Stoekton-on-Tees  .  41.8 

Bootle .  39.7 

Newcastle- on- Tyne  .  39.1 

Gateshead .  39.1 

Dewsbury .  39.0 


Lowest  and  highest  deatli-rates  from  all  caases  among  children  0-5 

years  of  age  per  1,000  births. 


Lowest. 


Hornsey .  92 

Ilford .  90 

Bournemouth .  109 

Ealing .  110 

Southend-on-Sea .  110 

Hastings .  Ill 

Eastbourne .  112 

Bath  .  114 

Oxford  .  110 

Reading  .  119 

Swindon .  123 

East  Ham  .  124 

Walthamstow  .  125 

Cambridge  .  120 

Wimbledon .  120 

Croydon  .  127 

Southport .  129 

Gillingham  .  130 

Leyton  .  133 

Wallasey .  135 

Willesden .  135 


Highest. 

Burnley .  257 

Wigan .  254 

Middlesbrough .  251 

ST.  HELENS  .  242 

Barnsley .  241 

Stoke-on-Trent  .  239 

Liverpool . 235 

Preston .  225 

Oldham .  223 

Salford  .  219 

Walsall .  210 

West  Bromwich  .  215 

Manchester .  214 

Rotherham .  213 

Bootle .  212 

Gateshead .  211 

Sheffield  .  209 

Dudley  .  209 

Sunderland .  207 

Rhondda .  207 

Nottingham  .  206 
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It  will  be  noticed  tliat  St.  Helens  is  well  in  tlie  van  of  towns  notorious 
for  their  deleterious  effect  on  child  life.  The  reasons  are  not  far  to  seek’ 
as  long  as  slum  areas  remain,  and  insanitary  property  is  allowed  to  be 
inhabited,  pail  closets  and  privies  are  unconverted  and  in  close  proximity 
to  dwellings,  open  ash-places  infrequently  emptied  are  a  gathering  ground 
for  flies,  yards  are  unpaved,  and  passages  and  streets  are  ill-scavenged, 
so  long  will  the  inhabitants  be  taxed  in  the  lives  of  their  children. 

Doubtless  a  low  standard  of  personal  cleanliness  contributes  to  the 
loss  of  infant  life,  but  in  the  midst  of  insanitary  surroundings  and  with  a 
daily  deposit  of  grime  from  the  clothes  and  person  of  a  collier,  or  of  any 
bread  winner  who  works  under  conditions  of  dust  and  dirt,  and  returns 
home  without  the  opportunities  for  washing  and  change  of  raiment,  it 
must  almost  be  impossible  to  keep  a  house  in  a  clean  and  wholesome  con¬ 
dition. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  less  than  281  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  a  mortality  of  108  per  thousand  births.  Table  58 
shows  the  infant  death-rate  in  St.  Helens  since  1873,  and  also  figures  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS, 

Tlie  diagram  on  table  59  illustrates  the  natural  increase  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  in  table  60  other  important 
figures  are  shown. 


BIETHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  1916  was  2,579  ;  twenty  occurring 
in  other  districts  were  transferable  to  St.  Helens,  making  a  total  of  2,599. 
The  birth-rate  for  the  year,  based  on  the  total  population,  was  26.5,  show¬ 
ing  a  decrease  in  the  figures  for  the  previous  years.  The  chart  on  table  61 
show  that  an  alarmijig  decline  has  occurred  in  the  birth-rate  for  St.  Helens 
since  1873  ;  the  rate  for  St.  Helens,  however,  is  still  above  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Table  62  gives  the  birtli-rate  in  the  various  wards 
of  the  town. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Reference  to  these  is  made  on  page  32. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

There  were  78  illegitimate  births  registered,  being  0.79  per  thousand 
of  the  population,  a  decrease  in  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year.  Table  63 
on  page  87  shows  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  during  past  years, 

MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  during  the  year  has  been  568,  giving  a  marriage 
rate  (persons  married)  of  11-58  per  thousand  of  the  populatioji.  Table  61. 
on  page  87,  shows  the  rate  for  past  years. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having  taken  place  within  the 
borough  daring  the  year  was  1,440.  Of  these  133  v-ere  deaths  in  St.  Helens 
of  persons  usually  resident  in  other  parts ;  and  were  transferred  by  the  Regis¬ 
trar  General  to  the  districts  to  which  they  belonged  ;  211  deaths  of  persons 
usually  living  within  the  borough  occurred  in  other  places,  giving  a  total 
of  1,518  as  the  actual  number  of  deaths  to  be  accepted  in  estimating  the 
death-rate  for  the  year,  and  a  recorded  death-rate  of  16.86  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  civil  population.  A  recorded  death-rate  is,  on  the  whole, 
a  trustworthy  test  of  the  health  of  a  large  population,  but  for  comparing 
one  district  with  another,  it  may  lead  to  fallacies,  because  no  account  is 
taken  of  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  localities.  A  high  2)ropor- 
tion  of  old  persons  naturally  raises  the  recorded  death-rate  of  an  area 
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In  order  to  allow  for  tlie  varying  constitution  as  to  age  and  sex  of  tlie 
population  of  different  towns,  the  Registrar  General  issues  a  factor  of 
correction  for  each  area,  and  when  the  recorded  death-rate  is  multiplied 
by  this  factor,  a  corrected  death-rate  is  obtained.  The  movements  of 
population  occasioned  by  the  war  preveiits  the  correction  for  dilferences 
of  age  and  sex.  Table  05  shows  the  recorded  death-rate  in  St.  Helens 
since  1873. 

The  death-rates  in  the  different  wards  for  1916  are  set  out  in  table  60. 

Figures  relating  to  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  during  the  year 
are  given  in  table  67  on  page  90. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  OTHER  WORK. 

Ill  addition  to  the  usual  luoutlily  stateuieuts  of  births,  deaths,  and 
infectious  diseases,  many  special  reports  have  been  made  to  the  Committee 
during  the  year  by  the  medical  officer  of  health. 


ST.  IlhLENS  CLOSING  ORDER,  1915. 

The  following  are  the  times  for  closing  : — • 

(a)  Shops  in  which  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Tailor,  Draper, 
Gentlemen’s  Outfitter,  or  Pawnbroker  is  carried  on  : 

Day  of  the  week.  Closing  Hour. 

Monday  . 8-0  p.m. 

Tuesday  . 7-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  . 7-30  p.m. 

Thursday  . Weekly  Half-holiday. 

Shop  closed  at  1-0  p.m. 

'■'Friday  . 9-0  p.m. 

'^Saturday  . 10-0  p.m. 


(b)  Shops  in  which  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Milliner  or  Ladies’ 
Costumer  is  carried  on  : 


Monday  . 8-0  p.m. 

Tuesday  . 7-30  p.m. 

AVednesday  . 7-30  p.m. 

Thursday  . Weekly  Half-holiday. 

Shop  closed  at  1-0  p.m. 

MHiday  . 9-0  p.m. 

^Saturday  . 10-0  p.m. 


(c)  Shops  in  which  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  an  Ironmonger  is 
carried  on  : 


Monday  . 7-0  p.m. 

Tuesday  . 7-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  . 7-0  p.m. 

Thursday  . Weekly  Half-holiday 

Shop  closed  at  1-0  p.m. 

'■'Friday  . 8-30  p.m. 

'bSaturday  . 9-30  p.m. 
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(d)  Shops  ill  which  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Boot  or  Shoe 
Dealer  is  carried  on  : 


Monday  . 7—30  p.in. 

Tuesday  . 7-30  p.m. 

Wednesday  . 7-30  p.m. 

Thursday  . Weekly  Half-holiday 

Shop  closed  at  1-0  p.m. 

'•'Friday  . 9-0  p.m. 

'^Saturday  . 10-0  p.m. 


(e)  Shops  in  vzhich  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  a  Barber  or  Hair¬ 
dresser  is  carried  on  : 


Sunday . 7-0  p.m. 

Monday  . 8-0  p.m. 

Tuesday  . 8-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  . 8-0  p.m. 

Thursday  . Weeldy  Half-holiday. 

Shop  closed  at  1-0  p.m. 

^Friday  . 9-0  p.m. 

'“'Saturday  . 9-0  p.m. 


The  weekly  Half-holiday  orders  at  present  in  force  in  the  borough  are 
as  follows  : — 

“  The  week  day  in.  every  week  on  which  the  shops  in  the  Borough  of  St.  Helens 
in  which  the  retail  trades  or  businesses  mentioned  in  the  first  schedule  hereto  are 
carried  on,  are  to  be  closed  for  the  serving  of  customers  not  later  than  one  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  shall  be  Thursday  ;  Provided  that  Saturday  may  be  substituted 
for  Thursday  as  respects  any  shop  in  which  notice  to  that  effect  is  affixed  by  the 
occupier.” 

“  The  week  day  in  every  week  on  which  the  Shops  in  the  Borough  of  St.  Helens 
in  which  the  retail  trades  or  businesses  mentioned  in  the  second  schedule  hereto 
are  carried  on,  are  to  be  closed  for  the  serving  of  customers  not  later  than  one 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  shall  be  Saturday  ;  Provided  that  Thursday  may  be 
-substituted  for  Saturday  as  respects  any  shop  in  which  notice  to  that  effect  is 
affixed  by  the  occupier.” 

The  first  schedule  comprises,  with  one  known  exception,  every  trade 
not  exempted  by  the  second  schedule  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  the  exception 
being  that  meat  which  has  been  treated  so  as  not  to  be  of  a  perishable 
nature  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  and  this  allows  shop-keepers 
to  choose  their  own  weekly  half-holiday  with  respect  to  meat  of  this  class. 

The  second  schedule  comprises  builders,  plumbers,  etc.,  saddlers  and 
scales  and  weights  dealers. 


*By  Bcgulations  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Defence  of  the  Bealiii  Act, 
191G,  all  shops  must  close  on  Fridays  at  8  and  on  8aturdays  at  9  p.m. 
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A  weekly  half-lioliday  extension  order  is  in  force  for  biitcliers  and 
ckemists  as  follows  : — 

(a)  “  The  provisions  of  Section  4  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  are  hereby  extended 
to  shops  m  which  the  following  retail  trades  or  bnsinesses  are  carried  on,  viz.  : — 

The  sale  of  Meat. 

The  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances. 

(b)  The  week  day  in  every  week  on  which  the  shops  in  the  Borough  of  St.  Helens 
mentioned  in  Sub-section  (a)  of  this  article,  are  to  be  closed  for  the  serving  of 
customers  not  later  than  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  shall  be  as  follows  : — 

“  Shops  in  the  East  Sutton  Ward  of  the  said  Borough  in  which  the 
retail  trade  or  business  of  the  sale  of  meat  is  carried  on  Monday. 

“  Shops  in  the  Borough  other  than  the  East  Sutton  Ward  in  which 
the  retail  trade  or  business  of  the  sale  of  meat  is  carried  on  Thuesday. 

~  “  Shops  in  which  the  retail  trade  or  business  of  the  sale  of  medicines 

and  medical  surgical  appliances  is  carried  on  Thursday 

Provided  that  Saturday  may  be  substituted  for  Monday  or  for  Thursday 
as  the  case  may  be  as  respects  any  Shop  in  which  notice  to  that  effect  is  affixed 
by  the  occupier. 

Tliere  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  evasion  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Shops  Acts. 


THE  AVAli. 


For  the  tJiird  year  a  large  amount  of  work  directly  arising  out  of  the 
war  lias  been  carried  out  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  and  his  staff. 

A  close  inspection  has  been  maintained  of  premises  from  which  food 
is  supplied  to  the  army,  enquiry  has  been  made  into  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  coming  into  the  borough  after  discharge  from  military  hospitals. 
Men  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  have  been  examined  at 
the  request  of  the  recruiting  officer,  and  bacteriological  examinations  have 
been  conducted  in  the  municipal  laboratory. 

Soldiers  suffering  from  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Corporation  Hospitals,  and  the  disinfection  of  billets, 
bedding  and  clothing  has  been  carried  out. 

Although  billeting  has  been  arranged  on  many  occasions  no  official 
notice  has  been  forwarded  to  the  medical  officer  of  health. 
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Table  1.  Position,  acreage,  and 
population  of  wards 


Summary 

Pago. 
44 

2.  Annual  rainfall  45 

3.  Meteorological  returns  46 

4.  Population  of  8t.  Helens 

at  census  periods  ^ 

5.  Population  of  the  wards  J 


6.  Age  and  sex  distribution 

7. 


of  the  population 


Number  of  patients  and 
officials  in  the  institu¬ 
tions 


8.  Figures  showing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  empty  houses 


48 


49 


Returns  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  Labour  Exchange  J 
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„  10. 
„  11. 
„  12. 
„  13. 

„  14. 


Number  of  houses  with 
various  types  of  closets 

Number  of  closets  con¬ 
verted. 

Number  of  notices  served 
relating  to  defects 

Offences  discovered  in 
relation  to  smoke  obser¬ 
vations  made 


U] 
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Table  15. 
„  16. 


Number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the 
amount  of  meat  found 
diseased. 

Results  of  analyses  of 
samples  of  milk 

Results  of  analyses  of 
other  foods 
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,,  17.  Relating  to  Housin 

18.  ,,  ,, 

„  19. 


„  20. 

„  21. 


22. 


Defects  discovered  in 
factories 

Defects  discovered  in 
workshops 

Home  Office  Tables — 
(1)  Inspections 

(2)  Defects  found 
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1 

J 
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of  Tables. 

(3)  Home  work 


5  5 
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23. 

21. 

25. 

26. 


(4)  Registered  work¬ 
shop 


27. 


28. 

29. 

30 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 


Admissions,  discharges, 
and  deaths  of  Haydock 
patients  during  1916, 
Peasley  Cross  Isolation 
Hospitai 

Number  of  maternities 
and  child  welfare  cases 
treated 

Number  of  days  sx^ent  in 
Hospital  by  St.  Helens 
X^atients 

Number  of  days  spent  in 
Hospital  by  Haydock 
patients 

Percentage  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases 
removed  to  Hosx^ital 

List  of  articles  disin¬ 
fected 

Number  of  specimens  ex¬ 
amined  during  the  year 

A  chart  relating  to  small¬ 
pox 

Showing  the  extent  of 


vaccination 

borough 


in 


the 


deaths  from  scarlet 
fever  during  1915,  class- 
ilied  according  to  age 
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(5)  Other  matters  J 

Admissions,  discharges, 
and  deaths  of  St.  Helens 
Patients  during  1916, 
Peasley  Cross  Isolation 
Hospital 


61 


62 


>63 


>64 


65 


99 

36. 

Number  of  cases  of  and 

>66 

deaths  from  diphtheria 

during  1916,  classified 

according  to  age 

99 

37. 

A  chart  relating  to 

dixditheria 

67 

99 

38. 

A  chart  relating  to 

erysixielas 

68 

99 

39. 

,,  „  scarlet  fever 

69 

Table  40. 

Number  of  cases  of  and 

70 


43 


55 


5? 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


J5 


55 


55 


?5 


Summary  of  Tables — Continued. 


Page 

o 

41. 

Number  of  deaths  from 

measles  during  1915, 
classified  according  to 

age 

70 

42. 

Number  of  deaths  from 

diarrhoea  and  enteritis 

during  1915,  classitied 
according  to  age 

70 

43. 

A  chart  relating  to  ty¬ 

phoid  fever 

71 

44. 

,,  ,,  puerperal  fever 

72 

45. 

,,  ,,  measles 

73 

40. 

A  chart  relating  to 
whooping  cough. 

74 

47. 

,,  ,,  diarrhoea  and 

enteritis 

75 

48. 

A  chart  relating  to  ]nd- 
monary  tuberculosis 

76 

49. 

Classifications  according" 

to  age  of  cases  of  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis 

>  77 

50. 

Classifications  according 

to  age  of  cases  of  non- 
pnlmonary  tuberculosis^ 

51. 

A  chart  relating  to  other 

forms  of  tuberculosis 

78 

52. 

A  record  of  cases  ad¬ 

mitted  to  Eccleston 
Hall 

79 

53. 

Condition  of  Patients 

discharged  from  Eccles¬ 
ton  Hall 

80 

,54. 

Number  of  patients" 

attending  the  tubercu¬ 
losis  dispensary 

>  80 

55. 

Number  of  attendances 
at  the  tuberculosis  dis¬ 
pensary  during  1915. 

50. 

A  cliart  relating  to  cancer 

81 

Page 

57.  ,,  ,,  pulmonary 

diseases  other  than 


tuberculosis 

82 

58. 

Chart  comparing  the  rate 
of  infant  mortality  in 
St.  Helens  with  that  of 

83 

England  and  Wales 

59, 

Cfiiart  showing  the 

natural  increase  of  the 
popidation 

84 

60. 

Statistics  for  St.  Helens 

since  1883 

85 

61. 

C'hart  showing  the  birth¬ 
rate  in  the  borough 

86 

since  1873. 

„  02.  Birth-rate  in  the  wards" 

,,  03.  Illegitimate  birth-rate 

I  ^ 

,,  04.  Marriages  and  marriage-  | 

rate  J 

,,  05.  Chart  showing  the  death- 

rate  in  the  horongh 
since  1873  88 

,,  00.  Death-rate  in  the  wards  89 

„  07.  Canses  of,  and  ages  at, 

death  during  1915, 

Local  Covornment 

Board  Table  3  90 

,,  08.  Number  of  ]»lans  sub-  "j 

mitted  for  aj)])rovual  j 

,,  09.  A  statement  of  INIagis-  ] 

terial  ])roceedings  J 

,,  70,  Number  of  liouses  er¬ 
ected  93 

„  71.  Report  under  the  Canal 

Boats  Acts,  1877  and 
1884 


94 


Statistical  Tables 
and  Charts. 


C.,V’  ■  s 


.btBw  xfoBd  «i  aiiOfcm{  lo  y^isiiah  bffB  .noitBlirqoq  ^aT 


B  '• 

arniA  I’M! 
.flo^is  HiotS 

■♦iJimnrmqqA 
rj«ayK)A 
•oo  HurrintT 

B-oer 

del 

' 

84- 1 

i  • 

4  •  TO 

S 

QTSr 

0 

^'00 

001 

e -sof 

001 J 

T  ’o8 


ti'c4'i 


K^e.i 


1  .  T 

»  .8»to«  nf  ii*rtA 

1  ?■ 

.aotJR{«q**^ 

•  ...v'j 

.Hit  AW  1 

eejt  oet 

0g0,ei 

. .  aot8Qic»o3[  rf.tTo>l 

ciso*reo  - 

080,8  i  ’ 

.  flOvteslooS  d^uoS 

1  ea4  ’4-0 

ess, 8- 

iso-rea 

080. £  I 

. H  iliJioK 

j  Olf  -TO  ! 

50(5,8 

. *.  ,  B\hiii  'K  d’fvo& 

m  m  , 

080, £I  , 

. * .  v/BifabrjaH 

CIS  -sr£,i ' 

oea.si  , 

. . .  issSi 

idi  -es+.s  j 

000 ,0f  j 

066  -mj ) 

001. r4  4 

•  '•'4  • 


■, ,  -<>«l 


C.V 


Wii 


!lVi^ 


North  Windle 


Hards HAW 


North 


WIN  DIE 


OUTH 

Eccleston 


Sutton 


44 

Table  1. 

Showing  the  position  of  the  wards,  the  acreage,  estimated  population  for 
1915,  and  the  density  of  each,  calculated  on  the  approximate  area 

built  upon. 


The  population,  acreage,  and  density  of  persons  in  each  ward. 
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Table  3. 


WEEKLY  RECORD  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIOXS  TAKEN  AT 


VICTORIA  PARK. 
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Tabie  4. 

The  population  of  the  boroiigli  at  eacli  census  period. 
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*  Previous  to  1851,  the  populations  given  are  those  of  Eccleston, 
Sutton,  Parr,  and  Windle,  and  are  not  strictly  comparable  to 
those  of  the  present  borough. 


•  Table  5. 

PoyMilation  of  the  various  wards  as  shown  by  census  returns. 
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Table  6. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  at  the  census  taken  in  1911. 


1 

Males  1 

Females 

i 

Males,  j 

Females 

All  Ages 

. 

50,309 

46,242 

1 

Under 

1  year 

1,344 

1,301 

Under  5 

years 

6,462 

6,285 

1  and 

under  2  ... 

1,250 

1,269 

5  and  under  10  ... 

5.918 

5,767 

2 

3  ... 

1,348 

1,325 

10 

?? 

15  ... 

5,419 

5,332 

3 

4  ... 

1,276 

1,208 

15 

?? 

20  ... 

5.165 
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4 

5? 

5  ... 

1,244 

1,182 

20 

5  ? 

25  ... 

4,755 

4,021 
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6  ... 

1,178 
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25 

?? 

30  ... 

4,271 
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6 

?? 

7  ... 

1,234 

1,213 

30 

?? 
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4,001 

3,440 

7 

8  ... 

1,206 

1,187 

35 

?? 

40  ... 

3,635 

3,080 

8 

?? 

9  ... 

1.150 

1,097 

40 

?? 

45  ... 

2,812 

2,487 

9 

10  ... 

1,150 

1,124 

45 

55 

50  ... 

2,424 

2,1.54 

10 

55 

11  ... 

1,106 

1,091 

50 

^  y 

55  ... 

1,917 

1,690 

11 

?? 

12  ... 

1,083 

1,077 

55 

55 

60  ... 

1,411 

1,345 

12 

13  ... 

1,103 

1,084 

60 

yy 

65  ... 

910 

953 

13 

14  ... 

1,062 

1,041 

65 

yy 

70  ... 

652 

651 

14 

55 

15  ... 

1,065 

1,039 

i70 

55 

75  ... 

349 

478 

15 

>J 

16  :.. 

1,033 

946 

75 

55 

80  ... 

141 

231 

16 

JJ 

17  ... 

1,058 

887 

80 

yy 

85  ... 

51 

64 

17 

55 

18  ... 

1,036 

862 

85 

yy 

90  ... 

12 

14 

18 

55 

19  ... 

1,081 

878 

90 

yy 

95  ... 

4 

2 

19 

55 

20  ... 

957 

902 

95 

55 

100  ... 

— 

— 

20 

55 

21  ... 

951 

835 

100 

years  and 

upwards . 
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Table  8. 


The  number  of  empty  houses  in  the  borough  in  Dec.,  1916. 


WARD. 

Preiaises 

vacant. 

Ninnber 
cloKed  as 
unfit  for 
habitation. 

Number  of 
shops 
vacant. 

Number  of 
lai'ge 
hou.ses 
vacant. 

Number  of 
houses -for 
working 
classes 
vacant, 

Number  of  | 

houses  for 
the  working^ 
classes  in 
course  of 
erection. 

North  Eccleston. . . 

7 

_ 

6 

— 

South  Eccleston... 

5 

— 

1 

o 

1 

— 

Central  . 

17 

— 

17 

— 

— 

North  Windle . 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

South  Windle . 

12 

■ — 

11 

— 

1 

-  ^ 

Hardsliaw  . 

47 

16 

22 

2 

— 

East  Sutton  . 

10 

2 

5 

— 

3 

— 

West  Sutton  . 

16 

6 

1 

2 

9 

Parr . 

20 

11 

3 

— 

6 

_ 

Table  9. 

Returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Labour  Exchange. 


Number  of 
applications 
for 

employment. 

Number  of 
individuals 
making  stich 
application. 

Number  of 
vacancies 
notified. 

I  Number  of 
Number  of  j  applicants 
vacancies  |  placed  in 
filled.  {otherdistricts 

Men  . 

Women . . . 

Boys  . 

Girls  . . 

1,669 

2.627 

40 

784 

1,540 

2,268 

39 

636  1 

1,939 

1,333 

97 

214 

1,008  58 

1.098  1  101 

32  1  — 

1 90  !  1 

1 

Total  ... 

5,120 

4,483 

3,583 
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Table  10. 

The  number  of  houses  with  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 

existing  in  the  borough. 


Year. 

Water 

closet. 

Tab  and 
pail 
closet. 

Privy 

midden. 

Total. 

1907  ... 

6,106 

7,150 

5.154 

18,410 

1908  ... 

6,503 

7,120 

4,907 

18,530 

1909  ... 

6,718 

7.071 

4,795 

18,584 

1910  ... 

7,041 

7,028 

4,616 

18,685 

1911  ... 

7,626 

6,863 

4,338 

18.827 

1912  ... 

9,205 

5,734 

4,019 

18,958 

1913  ... 

10,493 

5,058 

3,542 

19,093 

1914  ... 

12.316 

4,058 

2.829 

19.203 

1915  ... 

13,100 

3,704 

2.529 

19,333 

1916  ... 

13,298 

3,592 

2.472 

19.352 

Table  11. 


The  nnmbei'  of  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system 
completed  each  year  since  1904. 


Privies. 

Tub  and 
pail  closets. 

Total. 

1904 

69 

67 

136 

1905 

80 

64 

144 

1906 

4:7 

19 

66 

1907 

237 

125 

362 

1908 

243 

24 

267 

1909 

106 

38 

144 

1910 

179 

33 

212  1 

1911 

270 

129 

399 

1912 

301 

691 

992 

1913 

460 

646 

1,106 

1914 

691 

976 

1.658 

1915 

300 

380 

680 

1916 

57 

112 
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Table  12 

Number  of  notices  served. 


1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915  1 

To  clean  clicked  drains  and  w.c.’s  . . 

387 

477 

459 

502 

358 

424 

313 

225 

337 

320 

343|:| 

,,  repair  or  relay  defective  drains  . . 

169 

161 

109 

112 

102 

91 

58 

87 

107 

62 

77|J 

,,  drain  dwelling-houses 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

6 

40 

10 

3 

,,  disconnect  and  ventilate  drains  . . 

137 

155 

140 

60 

62 

24 

-y 

10 

3 

1 

24J 

,,  disconnect  downspouts 

32 

26 

24 

35 

29 

10 

5 

8 

10 

0 

^  1 

,,  repair  or  lengthen  w.p.  to  slopstones  . , 

64 

47 

59 

139 

86 

54 

33 

42 

48 

113 

5211 

,,  provide  w.p.  to  slopstones 

43 

23 

16 

33 

25 

29 

60 

20 

29 

11 

611 1 

,,  provide  slopstones 

,,  repair  w.c.’s,  haths,  basins,  lavatories 

21 

41 

34 

44 

32 

53 

55 

27 

29 

10 

1211 

and  cisterns 

70 

47 

76 

123 

92 

132 

171 

88 

121 

258 

269H 

,,  repair  roofs  of  dwelling-houses  . . 

119 

107 

98 

154 

119 

257 

161 

126 

209 

159 

202  J 

,,  cleanse  backyards,  privies,  &  passages  . . 

50 

Sli 

41 

76 

74 

19 

16 

11 

10 

5 

18  1 

, ,  cleanse  and  whitewash  filthy  dwellings . . 
,,  provide  doors  to  privies,  pail  closets. 

33 

62 

31 

42 

24 

36 

10 

30 

23 

30 

35/J 

and  ashpits 

476 

228 

393 

438 

488 

330 

340 

211 

182 

103 

109  1 

,,  repair  or  re-hang  doors  to  pail  closets, 

1 

ashpits  and  privies 

289 

105 

202 

321 

373 

405 

.328 

205 

322 

143 

49  1 

,,  repair  privies  and  ashpits 

129 

85 

109 

91 

138 

221 

16 

33 

56 

52 

41 1| 

,,  repair  eaves  and  downspouts 

121 

133 

137 

167 

173 

232 

195 

174 

103 

169 

179'l 

,,  provide  eaves  and  downspouts  . . 

115 

59 

95 

90 

78 

141 

119 

138 

79 

85 

91 1 

,,  repair  pavement,  etc.,  in  backyards 

213 

165 

211 

398 

318 

323 

6 

113 

174 

214 

206il 

,,  re -hang  windows  . . 

,,  rejiair  pavement  and  floors  in  dwelling- 

204 

36 

81 

8 

7 

9 

4 

5 

29 

82 

78M 

houses 

59 

76 

75 

100 

65 

179 

145 

179 

139 

219 

i09i;j 

,,  remove  fowls,  pigeons,  etc.,  from  near 

dwellings 

9 

9 

8 

19 

3 

9 

9 

9 

12 

27 

191.1 

,,  remove  pigs 

23 

13 

10 

15 

10 

15 

14 

14 

10 

18 

14lJ 

,,  remove  rubbish  . . 

24 

20 

18 

46 

52 

i 

8 

6 

6 

11 

19fl| 

j ,  remove  manure  . . 

17 

11 

12 

20 

10 

14 

7 

3 

17 

12 

^ ,  reconstruct  middensteads 

4 

23 

8 

14 

9 

1 

2 

4 

8 

2 

5;-l 

clean  foul  ditches  and  cesspools 

28 

22 

17 

6 

39 

11 

4 

12 

14 

4 

o:| 

^ ,  provide  or  repair  ashboxes 

536 

264 

527 

532 

328 

54 

17 

42 

78 

27 

53: 1 

,  remove  nuisance  due  to  overcrowding 

20 

29 

12 

30 

11 

36 

36 

24 

20 

34 

53:| 

replaster  Avails  or  ceilings  of  dwellings 

79 

86 

62 

173 

107 

288 

209 

248 

164 

274 

27611 

,  prevent  dampness  in  clAvellings . . 

25 

26 

22 

41 

25 

74 

48 

21 

72 

87 

9^ 

remove  sheds,  etc.,  from  backyards  . . 

10 

9 

8 

5 

3 

7 

8 

4 

8 

4 

ly 

,  remedy  defects  in  bakehouses  . . 

24 

23 

25 

35 

31 

17 

,  7 

5 

2 

7 

2^ 

’ ,  remedy  defects  in  workshops  . . 

15 

10 

16 

39 

20 

22 

9 

12 

42 

22 

15:1 

’,  remedy  defects  in  coAvsheds  &  dairies 

21 

10 

24 

1 

2 

15 

10 

4 

4 

22: 1 

p)rovide  water  supply 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

1 

5 

33 

1 

1 1 

’,  remedy  miscellaneous  nuisances 

173 

153 

170 

257 

205 

285 

297 

187 

144 

206 

3761 1 

’ ,  convert  to  AAuter  carriage 

102 

118 

381 

264 

169 

322 

'^Ol 

1,128 

2,446 

1,882 

4491 1 

Totals  . 

3,862 

2,895 

3,. 508 

4,430 

3,670 

4,209 

3,505 

3,500 

5,093 

4,451 

3,398!  j 
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Table  13. 


Observations  for  nuisances  from  black  smoke: 
percentages  of  offences  discovered. 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 


22-1 
16-9 
14*9 
11-7 
11-7 
8-0 
4-8 
8-2 
6*8 
2*5 
0-0 
O'O 
12  -9 
0.0 


Table  14. 


Number  of  animals  slaugbtei’ed  and  amount  of  diseased  meat  destroyed. 


Private 

Abattoir. 

SLAUGHTER 

HOUSES. 

191() 

Diseased. 

Weight 

Killed. 

Diseased. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Tuber- 
CLllosi  s. 

Other 

diseases. 

in  lbs. 

Tuber-  ' 
culosis. 

i 

Other 

diseases. 

Beasts  . 

4,417 

273 

394 

29,405 

104 

0 

1 

28 

Calves . 

456 

2 

5 

556 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Sheep  . 

3,391 

0 

o 

O 

223 

826 

0 

0 

0 

Pigs  . 

4,274 

46 

40 

2, .531 

2,172 

132 

95 

4.538 

About  7,089  lbs.  of  fish,  470  lbs.  game,  and  743  lbs.  of  fruit  were  found 
to  be  unsound  and  were  destroyed. 
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Table  15. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  milk  samples. 


Per  i 

FAT.‘ 

Total. 

Cent,  i 

i 

/ 

Under 

2-7 

2-8 

2-9 

3-0 

3*1 

3-2 

3-3 

3-4 

O  O 

Over 

3-5 

'  Dnder 

8-1  i 

2 

i 

2 

8-2  1 

1 

8*3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

cc 

8-4  1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

8 

rJl 

8-5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10 

16 

8-6 

I 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

9 

iij 

1 

6 

7 

14 

39 

< 

1 

il 

'  8-7  l!  1 

i: 

8 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11 

3 

6 

22 

53 

Z 

C 

:z; 

8*8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

5 

6 

3 

26 

52  , 

8-9 

2 

1 

6 

6 

5 

4 

1 

1 

9 

26 

< 

60 

9*0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

2 

!  4 

25 

45 

Over 

1  9-0 

4 

5 

4 

1 

!  4 

1 

5 

2 

28 

52 

Total... 

I 

8 

■ 

5 

7 

17 

24 

20 

34 

25 

i  33 

158 

331  1 

Table  16- 


Results  of  analyses  of  other  foods. 


Number  of 
samples 

Number  of 
samples 

Exam- 

Adul- 

Exam- 

Adul- 

ined. 

terated 

ined. 

terated 

Milk . 

331 

23 

Sugar 

0 

0 

Butter 

21 

2 

Mustard 

1 

0  1 

Cheese 

2 

0 

Confectionery  &  Jam 

1 

0 

Margarine  ... 

9 

0 

Pepper 

1 

Lard 

4 

0 

Wine 

0 

0 

Bread 

0 

0 

Beer 

1 

0 

Flour 

10 

1 

Spirits 

0 

0 

Tea . 

4 

0 

Drugs 

0 

0 

Coffee 

4 

0 

I  Other  articles 

39 

2 

Cocoa 

2 

0 

I  Total 

433 

29  ! 
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Table  19. 

Defects  discovered  in  Factories.  1916. 

Insufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No  screens  to  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  suitable  partitioning  of  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  2 

No  intervening  space  between  closets  and  machine  room  ...  3 

Dirty  and  insanitary  condition  of  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Limewashing  of  walls  and  ceilings  required  ...  ...  ...  2 

Closets  unpaved  and  insanit a i‘v  .  ...  ...  1 

Defective  w.c.  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Table  20. 

Defects  discovered  in  workshops. 

Limewashing  of  walls  and  ceilings  required  ...  ...  ...  10 

Removal  of  refuse  from  workshops  required  ...  ...  ...  3 

Broken  w.c.  basin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  separate  w.c.  for  sexes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provide  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleanse  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleanse  yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Remove  horse  from  workshop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repair  roof  and  eaves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Table  21. 

HOME  OFFICE  TABLES. 

1. — Inspection. 

lncludin(j  inspections  made  hp  sanitary  inspectors  or  inspectors  of  nimances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

88 

18 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

215 

28 

— 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

11 

0 

Total 

264 

41 

— 

Table  22. 

2. — Defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Particulars. 

Found. 

' 

llemedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

¥nisances  under  the  Public  Health  AcU  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

.  .. 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

••  ••  *• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

insufificient 

5 

5 

— 

- - 

Sanitary 

accommoda- 

unsuitable  or  defective. . 

10 

10 

— 

— 

tion. 

^not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  ^  TVorhshop  Acts  : 

'  Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
houses  (s.  101)  . . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouse  (ss.  97  to  100). 

IC) 

16 

— 

Other  offences 

. . 

5 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

38 

— 

Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  8,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Table  23 


3. — Home  work. 


GUI’ WORKERS’  LISTS, 
SECTION  107. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from 
Employers. 
Sending  twice  in 
the  year. 

Notices  served 
on  Occupiers  as 
to  keeping  or 
sending  lists. 

5 

Lists 

2 

Outworkers 

1 

Con¬ 

tractors. 

3 

Work¬ 

men 

4 

\\'earing  Apparel — • 

Making,  etc.  . . 

n 

1 

11 

Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household  linen  . . 

i 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

- - 

--  - 

Furniture  and  upholstery. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro- plate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making 

— ' 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cables  and  chains 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anchors  and  grapnels 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and  keys . . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers  .  . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents 

— ■ 

_ 

— 

— 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

_ 

— 

Paper,  etc,,  boxes,  paper 
bags 

_ 

—  . 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.  of  buttons  etc 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

.  — . 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  CUiristmas  crac¬ 
kers,  Christmas  Stockings 
etc. 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

1 

16 

— 
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Table  24. 

4. — Eegistered  workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  1.31)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Dressmakers  and  mantle  making 

44 

Milliners  . . 

21 

Tailors 

14 

Hosiery  Knitters 

9 

Joiners,  builders,  cabinet-makers  and  plumbers,  etc. 

13 

Blacksmiths,  wheelwrights,  coach  builders  and  masons  .  . 

8 

Weighing  machine  repairers  . . 

2 

Cloggers  and  boot  re])airers  .  . 

44 

Cycle  makers 

2 

Cooper 

1 

Tripe  Dresser 

2 

Herbal  Brewer  .  . 

3 

Pearl  Ash  Manufacturer 

1 

Seltzogene,  charge  maker 

1 

Tea  wra])ping  . . 

1 

Drysalter 

1 

Deadlight  maker 

2 

Cab  washing 

2 

Saddler  .  . 

1 

Knackers  Yard 

1 

Sundries  .  . 

13 

lee  Cream  Makers 

3 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

189 

Table  25. 

5. — Other  matters. 


Class. 

1 

Number. 

2 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 
(S.  133,  1901) . 

0 

Action  taken  in  matters  re-Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector. . 

0 

ferred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 
remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under  - 
the  Factory  and  Workshops 

' 

Reports  of  Action  taken  sent 

0 

Acts  (S.  5,  1901) 

Other 

,  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

•  •  ••  •«  ••  •• 

0 

(Jnderpround  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

1 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  •• 
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Table  26. 

Admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  of  St.  Helens  Patients  during  1916, 

Peasley  Cross  Isolation  Hospital. 


DISEASE. 

In  hos])ital 
Jaji.  1st, 
1010. 

Atlmitted. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

In  hos]>ital 
flan.  1st, 
1917. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  fever  . . 

2 

— 

4 

7 

5 

f) 

1  1  ] 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever .... 

38 

o4 

338 

373 

320 

370 

15  18 

35 

39 

Diphtheria  .... 

9 

13 

227 

270 

1-85 

225 

33  '  35 

18 

25 

Puerperal  fever  . 

— • 

1 

— • 

0 

— 

7 

—  — 

_ 

— ■ 

^leasles  . 

i 

1 

Whoopin^>-  con  oh 

- - - 

— 

1 

1 

- - - 

— 

Other  diseases  . . 

— 

1 

3 

9 

o 

7 

•> 

— 

1 

— 

Venereal  diseases 

- — ■ 

— 

9 

4 

9 

4 

— 

— 

49 

09 

583 

()09 

529 

017 

49  I  57 

54 

04 

Table  27. 


Admissions,  discliarges,  and  deaths  of  Haydock  patients  during  1916 

Peasley  Cross  Isolation  Hospital. 


• 

In  hospital 

In  hospital 

DISEASE. 

Jan 

.  1st. 

Admitted. 

Disci) 

ai'ued. 

Died. 

Jan* 

1  st. 

• 

1916 

1917, 

1 

. 

51. 

F. 

51. 

F. 

51. 

F. 

51. 

F. 

51. 

F. 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ 

Scarlet  fever . 

] 

— 

18 

32 

10 

30 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

21 

38 

18 

30 

2 

_ 

2 
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Table  28 

Table  showino’  the  number  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  cases  treated 

O  , 

in  Peaslev  Cross. 


Disease. 

Admitted. 

Number  o-f  days 
in  hospital. 

Marasmus  . 

22 

796 

Difficult  labour  . 

-o 

O 

63 

Oplithalmia  . 

8 

188 

Motlier  with  babv  _ 

i 

63 

Babv  with  mother . 

6 

158 

Pneumonia . 

o 

76 

Diarriioea  . 

5 

1 1 1  1 

Eclampsia  . 

1 

11 

Pemphigus  . 

2 

23 

ThrombosiL  . 

1 

20 

Prematurity’^  . 

1 

16  I 

Puerperal  fever  . 

5 

162  I 

Total  number  of  mothers 
,,  ,,  ,,  babies 

,,  ,,  days  in  hospital  of  mothers 

,,  ,,  davs  in  hospital  of  babies 

The  particidars  relating  to  these  patients  are 


.  17 

.  47 

. 319 

. 1368 

included  in  table  26. 


Table  29. 

Total  and  average  iiumbej'  of  days  spent  in  hospital  by  St.  Helens 

•  patients. 


Disease 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Puer¬ 

peral 

fever 

Measles 

Whoopg 

cough 

Other 

diseases 

Total  days. 

570 

27,777 

10,409 

187 

39 

5 

190 

Averaoe  duration  in 
days  per  patient 
treated . 

43-8 

.34-5 

20- 5 

20 -0 

39 

5 

14-1 

Table  30. 


Total  and  average  number  of  days  spent  by  Haydock  patients  in 

hospital. 


DISEASE. 

Enteric 

fever. 

Scarlet 

fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Other 

diseases. 

Total  davs . 

257  1  2273 

35 

— 

Average  duration  in  days 
per  patient  treated . 

30-7 

45-4 

17-5 
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Table  31. 


Percentage  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to  hospital. 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Scarlet  fever 

85-9 

81-4 

85-6 

82-8 

87-1 

98-4 

96-6 

Diphtheria  . 

69-4 

74-8 

69-6 

70-9 

88-3 

93-0 

92-7 

Enteric  fever  . 

87-8 

94-0 

93-0 

100-0 

92-5 

100-0 

100-0 

Puerperal  fever 

100-0 

18-1 

50-0 

50-0 

64-7 

100-0 

60-0 

Erysipelas . 

5-0 

5-2 

7-5 

4-0 

1-8 

5-4 

1-2 

Phthisis . 

0-0 

0-8 

70-0 

34-3 

55-5 

67-6 

75-0 

Ophthalmia  .... 

00 

00 

0-0 

0-0 

11.5 

12-6 

11-5 

Table  32. 


Amount  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  during  1915. 


Hospital  clothing  and  bedding 

6,177 

Blankets,  sheets,  and  rugs  ... 

3,781 

Pillows  and  cushions 

3,120 

Bf'd  s 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1,460 

Other  articles  of  clothing  ... 

7,195 

Library  books 

578 

Other  articles 

4,410 

Blankets  and  rugs  for  soldiers  ... 

2,478 

Articles  of  clothing  for  soldiers 

2,548 

Total 

31,747 

Table  33 


Investigations  carried  out  in  the  municipal  laboratory. 


Specimens. 

Number 

received 

Results. 

Positive  Negative 

Diphtheria — swab  . 

. ■  8536 

1094 

7442 

Typhoid  fever — blood 

49 

21 

28 

Tuberculosis — sputum . 

. !  358 

JOO 

258 

j  Bingworm — hair  . . . 

. !  10 

6 

4 

i  Other  specimens  . 

.  61 

4 

57 

ft 

1  Total  . 

. 9014 

1225 

7989 
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and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  BJack  Columns. 


\jvv<5cv.  \S'3\^  v'a  \,V6  2'‘i’a>o^'e>c\ 


>6'4;kS.  Xd^NS  V^CiCi 

cj 

4 

-\Q. 

f 

'  \'^ 

I  ’ 

- 

j  ■ ."“  ■ 

-  \1 

f  ' 

'  \5 

1  -  -■  . 

-  \N 

\ 

\ 

\d\0 

-  oa 

-  0\ 

-oe 

j$  ■ 

\ 

-  0^ 

1l 

-  0^ 

-  oa 

'OS 

■  .  . 

-o\ 

\acio 

-  '  ■  ■■ 

-  aa 

... 

'  as 

t  *  •  - 

L 

- 

f  ■  . . .  ",  :,  :  .  "  '  '  '  , 

-a9 

XO 

-m 

50 

>  a^ 

- — ^ .  '  ' 

-  32 

r 

! 

1 

! 

' 

|i’ 

ip 

‘\i 

S2 

-  as 

1 

-3V 

r  '  * 

\ 

\9d0 

fc  ■  ■  ■’  ■  .  '  ‘ 

■ 

1 

-9a 

-99 

\  • 

' 

-  QX 

.....  ..  _ 

'  99 

L..  i 

-  99 

i  - 

k 

U 

J 

'  -  Q’^ 

^ 

■5*  '  »  • '  »  1 

1  ' 

• 

\^0 

'  la 

: 

'-.i9 

1 

-  \e 

..  '  ■  '  -'  .  . ..'  -1 

V  ^ 

■'I 

.  '  '  '  ■  ‘ .  ■  -  |   ^ 

\9V2 

tiwev^>ivi  2'r\OVIV\S\Q.  MVVMCi^M.  '4\A'0  ^i't.M.V'A  V.\5t>NA  2 ‘ 


Table  35. 


Vaccination  returns  since  1897. 


YEAR. 

2 

Vaceiii- 

atcd. 

3 

Insus¬ 

ceptible. 

4 

Dead. 

5 

Con- 

Obje’t’r 

6 

Post¬ 

poned. 

7 

Removed 

8 

Un¬ 

accounted 

Percentage 
not  Vaccinated 
including 
Columns  5,  6,  7,  8 

1897 

2,680 

11 

390 

4 

7 

110 

7 

4-9 

1898 

2,696 

15 

383 

14 

1 

103 

15 

4-  6 

1899 

2,625 

OZ/ 

346 

10 

3 

94 

16 

4-8 

1900 

2,654 

10 

367 

5 

12 

82 

18 

4-  2 

1901 

2,639 

4 

391 

11 

29 

59 

24 

4-4 

1902 

2,788 

4 

342 

7 

12 

58 

34 

3-8 

1903 

2,977 

8 

325 

2 

6 

62 

11 

2-  6 

1904 

2,940 

7 

341 

10 

10 

42 

25 

2-8 

1905 

2,923 

3 

270 

6 

10 

29 

18 

2-  1 

1906 

2,733 

5 

318 

8 

12 

39 

22 

2-8 

1907 

2,810 

9 

257 

24 

19 

49 

17 

3-  7 

1908 

2,858 

18 

248 

70 

11 

35 

20 

4-  5 

1909 

2,720 

8 

241 

81 

9 

33 

11 

4*7 

1910 

2,731 

3 

255 

131 

3 

23 

19 

6-  0 

1911 

2,750 

9 

277 

148 

5 

26 

14 

6-5 

1912 

2,646 

4 

249 

216 

12 

23 

4 

8-  7 

1913 

2,499 

6 

296 

339 

14 

27 

9 

13-0 

1914 

2,654 

11 

281 

348 

6 

22 

24 

13.0 

1915 

2,3.52 

2 

189 

367 

9 

34 

15 

15.3 

*The  above  Returns  are  for  tSt.  Helens  Sub- District  of  the  Prescot  Union,  which 
does  not  include  quite  the  whole  of  the  Borough. 


Table  36. 


Classification  according  to  age  of  the  cases  of  and  deaths  from  diphtheria. 


Ages. 

Under 

1  year 

1—5 

5 — 15 

15 — 25 

25 — 15 

45 — 65 

65  & 
over. 

Cases  . 

13 

144 

287 

49 

34 

9 

0 

Deaths . 

4 

54 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Table  37. 

0/A6ftAM  SHOWING  ATTACH  HATE  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  DIPTHERIA  AND  CROUP. 


The  Attack  Rate  is  represented  by  the  Shaded  Columns-, 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  C otu/nns. 
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Table  3a. 


DIAGRAM  SHOWING  ATTACK  RATE  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  ERYSIPELAS. 


TJ)e  Attack  Rate  /s  represented  by  the  Shaded  Columns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Columns. 


RATE  PER  1,000  POPULAT/OH 


1 


•» 


Table  39. 
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diagram  showing  attack  rate  and  death  ratl  from  scarlet  fever 
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7»o  Atfack  Raf^e  is  represented  by  the  Shaded  Columns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Co/umhs 
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Table  40. 

Classification  according  to  age  of  the  cases  of  and  deaths  from  scarlet 

fever. 


Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1—5 

5—1 5 

15—25 

25—45 

45 — -65 

05  &  1 

over.  1 

Cases . 

21 

235 

418 

40 

22 

0 

^  1 

Deaths  . 

3 

10 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0  1 

Table  41. 


Classification  according  to  age  of  deaths  from  measles. 


Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1—2 

2—5 

5 — 15 

15 — -25 

25  and 
over. 

Deaths . 

— 

1 

1 

.... 

— 

- 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of 
the  population  at  these 
ages . 

.01 

.01 

Table  42. 

Classification  according  to  age  of  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 
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Tabu  43. 

DIAGRAM  SHOWING  ATTACK  RATT  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  TYPHOID 


The  Attack  Rate  /*  represented  by  the  Shadee/  Co/umns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Columns 
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Table  44. 


D/AGRAM  SHOiV/RG  ATTACK  RATE  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  PUERPERAL  FEVER 


The .  AHack  Rate  /s  represented  by  the  Shaded  Columns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Columns 
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Tablo  40. 

DIAGRAM  SHOWING  ATTACK  RATE  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  MEASLES 


The  Ati-sch  /?ate  /s  represented  by  the  Shaded  Cofum ns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Columns. 
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DIAGRAM  SHOWING  THE  DEATH  RATE  FROM  tMHOOPING  COUGH 
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The  B/ack  Columns  represent  the  Death  Rate. 


OtAGRAM  SHOW/NG  THE  DEATH  RATE  FROM  D/ARRHCEA  AHD  EHTER/T/S. 
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Table  48. 

DIAGRAM  SHOWING  ATTACK  RATE  AND  DEATH  RATE  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

4>  '• 


The  Attack  Rate  is  represented  by  the  Shaded  Columns 
and  the  Death  Rate  by  the  Black  Columns. 
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Table  49. 

Classification  according  to  age  of  the  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  up. 

Males  . 

■  1 

2 

14 

20 

14 

27 

16 

13 

1 

Females  .... 

• 

— 

6 

23 

24 

12 

26 

3 

3 

Totals. . . 

8 

37 

44 

26 

53 

19 

16 

1 

15  of  these  have  been  previously  notified. 


Table  50. 


Classification  according  to  age  of  the  cases  of  noii-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Ages. 

Under 

1  year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Males  . 

5 

14 

34 

8 

8 

o 

1 

1 

Females  .... 

2 

12 

33 

8 

6 

] 

()4 

Total  .... 

7 

26 

67 

16 

14 

4 

O 

1 

— 

137 

9  of  these  have  been  previously  notified. 
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Table  91. 

DIAGRAM  SHOWING  THE  DEATH  RATE  FROM  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  OTHER  THAN  PULMONARY. 
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Table  52. 
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Table  53 


Analys.’s 


of  the  present  condition  of  patients  discharged 
Eccleston  Hall  during  1914,  191d  and  1910. 


from 


1 

C< 

on 

indition. 

discharge. 

Present  c  ondition. 

, 

Much 

Improved 

Improved 

Condition 

Uncbaused 

1 

Satisfactory 

and  at 

work 

I  Satisfactory 

not  workin," 

I* 

Cn- 

satisfactory 

C5 

I) 

Lost  si^ht  of 

'■  ! 

i 

A  . . .  . 

2() 

1 

7 

10 

3 

3 

2 

7 

B  .  .  .  . 

90 

10 

12 

50 

10 

18 

30 

i 

C  .... 

92 

10 

30 

14 

0 

10 

07 

.5 

D  . .  . . 

15 

— • 

1 

0 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

202 

27 

50 

02 

22 

30 

106 

20 

Table  54. 

Age  and  sex  classification  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  attending  the 


dispensary. 


Pulm< 

dnary. 

Other 

Forms. 

Suspicious  cases. 

1 

Totals. 

stales. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1—5 . 

] 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

7 

6 

5 — 15. . . . 

11 

20 

24 

21 

53 

58 

88 

99 

15—25.  .  .  . 

10 

8 

7 

3 

3 

6 

20 

17 

25 — 35 .... 

22 

10 

3 

1 

0 

7 

34 

18 

35 — lo .... 

10 

8 

— 

1 

5 

4 

24 

13 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

15 

9 

55 — 65 .... 

8 

- - - 

4 

12 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

. — • 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

80 

48 

30 

28 

8] 

70 

200 

155 

Table  55. 

Number  of  attendences  at  the  tuberculosis  dispensary  during  1916. 

Pulmonary.  Suspicioua 

^  forms  oases. 

Number  of  old  cases  attending  on  31st  Dec.,  1915  94  74  — 

Number  of  new  cases  during  the  year  1916  ...  128  67  160 

Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  . 1315  1226  630 
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Table  86- 

DIAGRAM  SHOWfNG  THE  DBATH  RATE  FROM  CAREER  AMD  MAL/GRANT  D/SEAGEi 


The  Block  Columns  represent  the  Deeth  Rate. 
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T«M«  67. 


DIAGRAM  SHOMING  Of  ATM  RAT£  FROM  BROMCM/T/S,  PNetIMONIAANO  OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


The  Death  Rate  is  represented  by  the  Black  Co/umns. 


Table  58 

Infant/le  Mortauty  Rate  -  ST Hele/^s 


AND 


England  AUD  Wales  -/S73-/9/6. 


83 


ST  Helens. 


En^/nnd  ^  Wales. - o - 


Table  59. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  andRate  of  Natural  Increase.  St Helens 1880  - 19/6.  ^ 


The  6/ack  portion  represents  the  DEATH  RATE. 

The  Shedeit  portion  represents  the  RATE  OF  NATURAL  iNCREASE,  or/he  excess  of 
the  Birth  Rate  over  the  Death  Rate, 

The  BtRTH  RATE  is  represented  hy  the  shaded  portion  PLUS  the  btack  portion. 
The  death  rates  ere  not  corrected  for  eye  S  sex  d/stri button. 
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Statistics  for  St.  Helens  since  1883. 
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70,132 
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5-3 
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:  0 
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0 
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73’- 5  76 
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196 

5 

75 

6 
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0 
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19 

16 

1 1894 

^76, 1 12 

37-8 

18-3 

2-21 
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14-6 

0 

21 
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26 
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38 

61 

10 

S 1895 

77,288 

40-9 
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c  1900 
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86,043 
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0 

53 
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23 
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88,722 
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20-9 

3-96 
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0 
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7 
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0 
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89,843 
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17-2 

1-88 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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18 
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25 
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0 

98 

24 
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0 

78 
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0 
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Table  62. 


Birth-rates  in  the  various  wards. 


Wards. 

Number  of 
birtlis 
notified. 

Birth -rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
total  pop’latioii 

North  Eccleston  . 

296 

24-1  i 

South  Eccleston . 

372 

29-6  ’ 

Central  . 

142 

20-4 

North  Windle  . 

264 

21-6 

South  Windle  . 

190 

20-3 

Hardshaw  . 

280 

24-3 

East  Subton  . 

328 

26-9  I 

West  Sutton  . 

325 

31-0 

Parr  . 

399 

32-1 

Table  83. 

Number  of  illegitimate  births. 
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fber  1,000  '  1  , 

population  j0‘83:0'800  •90i0-87;0  -86  0*85 
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1910191111912 


1913  1914ll915 
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0  -  73  1  - 1 10  -  850  -  96  0  •  96  0-  90 
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Table  64. 

Number  of  marriages. 


1900  1901  1902 


of 


1903 
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.ges..  576  591  I  578 
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,000 

Ition. .  13-00113-9411-42 
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569  576 
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1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1913 


544  632  579  608  637  617  691  '  730 
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706  745 


ll-9313-612-3il2-7  13-1  12-744-09il4-6ll4-01!  14*5 


1916 
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Table  6S. 

Death  Rate-  ST  Helens,  1875-  f8f6. 


The  death  rate  is  not  corrected  forage  sex  disfribufton. 


\ 


Table  66. 


Death  rates  in  the  various  wards. 


Wards. 

Number 
of  deaths 

Death  rate 
per  1000 

North  Eccleston  . 

145 

10-3 

South  Eccleston  . 

125 

9-5 

Central  . 

168 

26-9 

North  Windle  . 

155 

12-2  1 

South  Windle  . *. . 

193 

22-6 

Hardshaw  .  . 

84 

6-9 

East  Sutton  . 

118 

9-3  j 

West  Sutton  . 

239 

2J  -8 

Parr  . 

280 

21-3 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  TABLE  III. 

Table  67. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  3’ear  19Ib. 


Caosks  oi''  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  a'i 

'  SIUriOINEl)  AC 

ES , 

Total  Death.s  whether 

of  “Residents”  or 

“Non-Residents”  in 

Institutions  in  the 

District. 

A!i 

Ages. 

£ 

5  ^ 

t—’ 

1  and  under 

2  years. 

2  and  under 

5  years. 

D  and  under 
15  years. 

15  and  under 

25  years. 

- - 1 - = - 1 

25  and  under 

45  years. 

'r.. 

C' 

^  -• 

S  EO 
CO 
EO 
-T^ 

05  and 

upwards. 

i 

A i!  causes—Certified . 

1,518 

1 

281  ! 

130 

130 

197 

05 

185 

33?" 

287 

384 

1 

Enteric  Fever . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Small-pox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

A'Tpa.ssIp.s  . 

0 

_ _ 

1 

1 

- 

..  - 

■ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

0 

0 

0 

10 

11 

— 

_ — . 

— 

— 

27 

Whoopins?  Cough . 

34 

0 

13 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

9 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

85 

4 

11 

43 

27 

- — • 

— 

, — • 

— 

03 

Influenza . 

23 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

10 

4 

— ' 

Ervsipelas . 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

■  ■ 

1 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

127 

— 

— 

5 

10 

21 

00 

30 

1 

29 

Tuberculous  Menmgitis . 

18 

3 

7 

2 

0 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .... 

20 

0 

5 

3 

0 

0 

2 

1 

— 

. — - 

4 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  .... 

71 

_ 

■ — '  ■ 

— 

■ — • 

— 

7 

45 

19 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Meningitis . 

10 

4 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

135 

1 

- — ■ 

— 

1 

0 

10 

00 

45 

19 

Bronchitis . 

120 

13 

0 

7 

— ■ 

— 

5 

39 

50 

8 

Pneumonia  {all  forms) . 

150 

20 

30 

27 

6 

12 

22 

18 

9 

37 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  ... . . 

24 

2 

0 

4 

2 

— 

1 

5 

4 

8 

1  Diarrhoea,  etc, . 

04 

41 

17 

3 

— 

. — 

— 

3 

— • 

2 

1  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .... 

3 

!  — 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

1  Cirrhosis  of  Taver  . 

7 

1  _ _ 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

0 

1 

24 

i  Alcoholism  . 

^  — 

! . — 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

1  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

47 

2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

15 

18 

— 

f  Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5!  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

ii  Fever . 

1  8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

0 

:•  Congenital  debility,  etc . 

1  114 

114 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

||  Violence,  apart  from  suicide  . . . . 

1  51 

1 

1 

5 

10 

8 

13 

12 

2 

■  27 

t  Suicide . 

5 

1  _ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

n  Other  Defined  Diseases . 

334 

60 

10 

0 

10 

10 

31 

75 

120 
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la  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .  . 
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Table  68 

Plans  deposited  and  approved  by  the  Health  Committee. 


1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

191  (> 

f  Dwelliiig-houi^es 

353 

509 

299 

206 

128 

139 

143 

199 

305 

212 

414 

191 

44 

Other  buildings 

21 

IT 

25 

18 

8 

17 

29 

14 

27 

13 

23 

13 

9 

Alterations  to 
existing  buildings  > 

85 

43 

43 

34 

34 

45 

20 

31 

29 

30 

52 

127 

29 

Total . 

..459 

569 

367 

258 

170 

201 

192 

244 

361 

255 

489 

231 

82 
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Table  69. 


Account  of  magisterial  proceedings  taken  during  1918. 


18th  Feb. 


5th  ^lav 


Offence  under  Secdion  12,  Children’s  Act, 
1908,  failing  to  provide  treatment  fcr 
enlarsfed  tonsils . 


Fined  10/-  and  costs. 


if  12th  May 


iJ 


p  18th  Sept, 


fll 


22nd  May 


26th  May 


16th  Oct. 


Offences  under  Section  9,  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  1875,  the  Sale  of  Milk 
deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  7  per 

cent . 

Sale  of  milk  containing  2  per  cent,  added 

water  . 

Sale  of  milk  containing  2  ])er  cent,  added 

water  . . 

Sale  of  milk  containing  2  ])er  cent,  added 
water  . 


Defendant  fi’nerl  £2. 


Defendant  convicted  and 
ordered  to  pay  costs. 

Defendant  convicted  and 
ordered  to  pay  costs. 

Defendant  convicted  and 
ordered  to  pay  costs. 


Offences  under  Sectioii  4,  Shops  Act,  1912.  . 
Offences  m^der  Section  4,  Shops  Act,  1012.  , 
Offences  under  Section  4,  Shops  Act,  1912.  . 
Offences  under  Sectiotr  4,  Shops  Act,  1912.  . 
Offences  under  Section  4,  Shops  Act,  1912.  . 


Defendant  fined  10/- 
Defendant  fined  10  /- 
Defendant  fined  10  /- 
Defendant  fined  20/- 
Withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs. 


Offence  under  vSeetion  9,  Sale  of  Food  atul 
Drugs  Acts,  1875.  Sale  of  milk  deficient 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  five  per  cent . 


Offences  under  Section  4,  Sho])S  Act,  1912. 
Offences  under  Section  4,  Shops  Act,  1912. 


Offence  under  Unsound  Food  Sections 
Public  Health  Acts.  The  sale  of  fly 
contaminated  chocolates . 


Offences  under  Unsound  Food  Sections, 
Public  Health  Acts.  Sale  of  fly  con- 

taminatecl  sweets  . 

Offences  under  Unsomid  Food  Sections, 
Public  Health  Acts.  Sale  of  unsound 

food  . 

Offences  under  Unsound  Food  Sections, 
Public  Health  Acts.  Sale  of  Unsound 
food  . 


Dismissed  on  payment  of 
costs. 


Fined  20/- 
Fined  20  /- 


Fined  40  /- 


Fined  £2. 

Fined  £ 1 . 

Fined  10/- 


lUNov.  20th 


Offence  under  Section  9,  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  Tbe  sale  of  milk  containing  ten 
per  cent  of  added  water . 


Fined  20  /-  and  7  /6  costs. 


ea  ©Id^T 


ytirijifr  lj\h'j'ii',i)^isiu  ]o  InjroooA 


.Rtftoo  -  of  hofii*^ 

J  >/.  f!oil)iiff7  ,1;|  noitoo*^.  lobnn  oonoltO  ' .  . . 
j  tf.ojirtfiO'it  obivoKj  lit  ijrjfiHt  i 

.1'5  Jrntfl  Ini^btl-Jod 

• 

}>iiM  "Si-y,  M  I'ibn!!  s-oojfjiil  >  ...  '/t.]/ 

jllil/.  1<*  Mift  ,r.78}  ,<to/  t'itu'iil 

!•»<(  7  JifO/-)  -tff.j  (it  tul  fti  tffiioftob 

ixto  tnisimtloU 

7/;ff  ot  hoiolvro 
Ijntt  j:»^>3oivfioo  Jn»;hnot'»<f 
.i-j+iOo  vh<j  ot  U-nofnts 
'  hi !  f:  Ir  J  -H  i  nnocs  } n niuiotot  1 
.«i<»7>0  VA<{  {***T)j/rO 

{^♦hbn  .Iff  )o  T'h/  1;  lenfiiintnoo  'Ainu  lo  i 

hoiibn  .tno*>  -loq  t  i>iiinii:titoo  >[ibo  lo  j 

{>obi)n  .t/r»o  1:  ’•fjinrnhio  »  Jfim  lo  '*[(%<  t 

-  ■  <M  jniibnototj 

7  01  ivjnt*  tnnbnot'od 
0}  ho/fil  rni.;i>fn>toU 

.JoA  ytiuAh  ,/  /!oit-j‘*r'  fobnu  lioonoftO  |. . .  rl 

;  .S'lbl  ,lo/.  nfiodH  .1  (toif-tsfi  ‘fobnn  w^onoTtO  j 
.  -to/.  HfUMifi  .1  avii'y^y  Tohnn  ! 

--\Ot  imjrl  jiiHhno't'jU  ,t‘>/  ,4- noiJ-)^ 

Ki  ms  n7/>;!f»/i3i7/  svL‘l<,*I  Jo/.  .4-.  nhtiif  ^ont^iiO 


—  . —  II  T  f1  !■  H  1.  ■  -■  ■  1  — 

•  /  { 

iO  .laojn/nq  jjo  j»^;iin!«{<! 

f>n/i  Ihio’-I  ‘}Uy<  r^-  o<>it  )o>;  lohnn  oOnoTiO  .  f  l/bf 

lnoi‘)itol>  jllfm  lo  •>!(!>:  .uTf'  !  ,>j  <A  nurn(t 

. .  -  .  .  jno  i  'o>i(  7Vf!  io  t/iolxo  ‘jdi  ot  ti>l  ni  ■ 

<>L' 

-  02  {►‘jtiri 

.  -2101  -to/.  .4  fukit  vwrl  Tobrn/  >>,0000110  .  .  .  yr.K  il 

.  .2l(H  ,toA  ,l  luiii-ry.  'lobnn  rioonoTK  > 

ot  b^nvl 

«iioft')*/<  IxM^'d  jin»o«n'J  Tobnn  >jonaitO 
vfi  lo  oIhi;  odT  .tioA  dtlnoH  orUlri^ 

.2a 

. 

-Kooit-Kx^  biHfOj'-o’J  lyhfui  ^ooaoTtO  ...  .tot.>  a. 

-no'j  vft  to  ob>H  .8t’>/.  dtlnoH 

-ia  }vtni'-l 
• 

,nnoit-)‘i>>  Ik^o'!  fMnujf'.rrJ  Tibnn  woonofiO 
lonjornn  to  -A/H  .(ti‘>A  ihln-jH  oHOnH 

--.  0(  honV-l 

fhiioii'fy,  IxH)'*!  hnnoan  i  ■joj>ni<  «o‘>noftO  ’ 
hnnoi^fi'3  'to  >jln^  .ktoA  ittli^oH  ukin^ 

not  yninixilnoo  >/lf<n  lo  oli;«  otfT  .tJo/. 
. . . .  .  .•.  i-jtiiu  tn'v  * 


4 


Table  70 


The  wards  of  the  borough  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  years  mentioned. 
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Table  71 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  &  1884. 

Number  of  boats  inspected  during  1916  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  persons  housed  on  board  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  males  housed  on  board’  ...  ...  ...  ..  15 

Number  of  females  housed  on  board  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Average  number  of  persons  per  boat  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.37 

Boats  registered  for  five  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  on  board  the  boats  ...  Nil 

Number  of  notices  and  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  boats  without  certificate  or  registered  number  ...  2 

Number  of  boats  with  leakages  and  requiring  painting  ...  ...  1 
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PEEFACE 


TO  THE  OHAIEMEN  A  NO  MEMBEES 

OF  THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  tlio  following  report  which  deals  with  the 
work  of  medical  inspection,  following  up  and  treatment  of  children 
attending  the  elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  the  borough,  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  the  general  direction  of  your  medical  officer. 

During  1916  there  was  systematic  medical  inspection  of  children 
coming  within  the  three  age  groujis  specified  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  generally  the  work  of  the  department  was  maintained  in  spite  of  the 
war. 

In,  view  of  the  enormous  wastage  of  young  adult  life,  and  the 
unfavourable  conditions  of  industrial  employment  into  which  children 
are  being  prematurely  forced  in  order  to  augment  the  family  income,  and 
to  replace  men  of  military  age,  it  is  essential  that  the  diseases  and  defects 
present  in  school  children  should  be  discoyered  and  remedied  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Among  6273  children  medically  examined  at  the  elementary 
schools  1061  defects  were  found  requiring  immediate  attention,  in  addition 
1,350  defects  were  discovered  mainly  by  the  nurses,  1,663  received  medical 
treatment  at  the  school  clinic,  and  893  ffom  other  sources. 

A  dental  inspection  of  6908  children  was  carried  out,  3487  were 
found  in  need  of  treatment,  and  2227  were  treated  at  the  dental  clinic. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  indications  of  the  activities  of  the 
clinic  has  been  seen  in  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attend¬ 
ing  on  account  of  so-called  minor  ailments,  defects  usually  regarded  by 
parents  as  trivial  and  as  a  consequence  commonly  ignored.  There  is 
ample  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  class  to  class  examination  by  the  nurses 
of  all  children  attending  school,  instituted  in  1914,  to  discover  the  presence 
of  infectious  diseases  and  to  improve  the  standard  of  personal  cleanliness, 
but  unfortunately  in  many  cases  the  ideal  of  the  school  is  shattered  by 
the  example  of  the  home, 
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Attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  section  dealing  with  the 
effects  of  home  conditions  on  the  health  of  the  children. 

In  my  rejrort  for  the  year  1915  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  many  of  the  schools  was  unsatisfactory,  of  some  deplor¬ 
ably  bad  ;  the  schoolroom  should,  particularly  as  regards  cleanliness,  liglit 
and  ventilation  set  a  high  standard  for  the  home,  the  office  and  the  shop. 

Secondly  more  time  should  be  give]i  to  the  teaching  of  hygiene, 
temperance  and  physical  exercise,  tlie  senior  girls  should  receive  regular 
instruction  in  infant  management  bv  a  ftdly  trained  nurse. 

Thirdly  the  w^ashing  of  the  face  and  haiids  shoidd  become  part 
of  the  school  routine,  and  a  weekly  bath  should  be  takeii  in  school  premises, 
by  each  child. 

Fourthly  special  schools  were  urgentlv  needed  to  deal  with  children 
pliysically  and  mentally  abnormal. 

I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
Secretary  for  Educatio]i. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  OATES. 


June,  1917. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

At  the  beginning  of  1916  there  were  in  the  borough  under  the  control 
of  the  Education  Committee  38  schools  with  83  departments.  Seven  were 
provided  schools,  and  31  non-provided.  There  was  accommodation  for 
23,341  children,  20,250  being  on  the  roll,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
17,928. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  on  the  roll  was  20,378,  and  the 
average  attendance  17,883. 

The  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  attending  school  in 
December  was  802. 

Reference  to  the  following  subjects  was  made  in  the  report  of  the 
school  medical  officer  for  the  year  1914  and  no  material  alteration  took 
place  during  1916  : — 

Sanitary  condition  of  the  schools. 

Arrangements  for  medical  inspection. 

Co-relation  of  the  services. 

Method  of  inspection. 

Co-operation  of  school  officers. 

About  10  per  cent,  of  the  parents  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present 
at  the  examination  of  their  children. 

The  following  visits  were  made  during  tlie  year  : — 


By  tlie  school  medical  officers — 

To  schools  and  departments . . .  337 

To  the  homes  of  childien  .  216 

By  the  school  nurses — 

To  schools  and  departments..... . ...2,168 

To  the  homes  of  children  . 12,299 


As  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  three  groups  of  children  have 
been  examined,  namely,  those  entering  school,  those  eight  years  of  age, 
those  twelve  years  of  age,  and  also  a  number  of  special  cases. 

A  classification  of  children  examined  is  set  out  in  table  1,  on  page  107. 

The  name  of  every  child  suffering  from  a  defect  of  sufficient  im¬ 
portance  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  parents,  is  entered  on  a  special 
card  and  filed  for  following  up  and  re-examination.  If,  at  the  time  of 
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medical  inspection,  the  case  appears  suitable  for  immediate  attention  at 
the  clinic,  steps  are  taken  to  provide  the  necessary  treatment.  Every 
case  is  followed  up  by  the  nurses  of  the  medical  officer’s  staff,  who  en¬ 
courage  the  parents  to  obtain  medical  advice  or  arrange  for  attendance 
at  the  clinic.  After  treatment  a  re-examination  is  made  by  the  school 
medical  officers  on  the  occasion  of  their  next  visit  to  the  school  attended 
by  the  child. 

Table  2  shows  the  number  of  serious  defects  found  in  systematic 
and  special  examinations,  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  parents. 

On  re-visiting  a  school,  children  found  defective  at  the  previous  visit, 
including  those  suffering  from  decayed  teeth  and  unclean  heads,  are  re¬ 
examined. 

Table  3  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  children  examined  were  stated 
to  have  suffered  from  the  more  common  infectious  diseases. 

The  children  examined  were  not  weighed  and  measured  during  the 
year  1916. 

The  condition  of  nutrition,  clothing  and  cleanliness  of  the  children 
examined  is  set  out  in  tables  5 — 9.  The  presence  of  dental  defects  in 
table  12.  The  prevalence  of  diseases  or  defects  of  nose  and  throat,  ear, 
eye  or  speech  in  tables  13 — 19  ;  in  tables  20 — 28  other  diseases  discovered 
are  statiscally  recorded. 

INSPECTION  CLINIC. 

An  inspection  clinic  is  held  in  the  medical  officer’s  department  at 
the  town  hall.  The  work  of  the  inspection  clinic  is  growing  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  necessity  of  providing  further  accommodation  is  urgent. 
Children  attend  for  examination  on  Wednesdays,  from  3-0  to  5-30,  and 
on  Saturdays  from  9-0  to  11,  and  at  other  times  by  arrangement.  Some 
overcrowding  not  infrequently  occurs,  but  it  is  attempted  to  prevent  this 
as  much  as  possible  by  giving  a  specified  time  for  the  attendance  of  certain 
children.  This  however  docs  not  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  lai'ge  airy 
waiting  room,  since  school  teachers,  attendance  officers  and  parents,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  clinic  is  open  at  stated  periods,  send  up  children  concerning 
whose  condition  they  wish  for  information. 

During  1916,  1,144  children  were  seen  at  the  clinic,  a  total  of  3,151 
attendances  being  made. 

Table  48  shows  the  conditions  from  which  the  children  were  suffering. 

Of  the  children,  1 17,  or  10‘2  per  cent  were  not  receiving  medical  attention. 
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THE  TREATMENT  CLINIC. 

Tlic  Clinic  is  situated  in  Claughton  Street.  The  diseases  treated  are 
those  atlecting  the  eyes,  ears,  nose  and  throat,  and  teeth  ;  ringworm  of  the 
scalp  by  means  of  X-rays  and  also  minor  ailments. 


The  treatment  of  the  children  at  the  clinic  is  generally  carried  out  by 
private  practitioners  appointed  by  the  Local  Authority.  There  is  a  whole 
time  school  dentist.  Minor  ailments,  however,  are  treated  by  nurses  acting 
under  the  directions  of  the  school  medical  officer.  The  supervision  of  the 
medical,  surgical  and  dental  work  done  at  the  clinic  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  scliool  medical  officer  who  is  directly  responsible  to  the  Committee. 
The  medical  practitioners  are  part-time  officers,  each  attending  at  the 
clinic  for  one  half-day-per  week. 

A  fee  not  exceeding  two  shillings  is  recovered  from  pareiits  found  on 
enquirv  able  to  pay  for  treatment.  Children  obviously  necessitous  are 
sent  direct  to  the  clinic  so  that  there  may  be  little  delay. 


During  the  year  under  consideration,  tlie  number  of  cases  dealt  with 
is  given  in  table  It). 

Table  50  shows  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  dental  treatment. 


FOLLOWING  UP  AND  RE-EXAMINATION. 

The  following  up  of  children  discovered  at  the  time  ol  medical  inspection 
to  be  suffering  from  diseases  or  defect  is  entirely  carried  out  by  nurses 
in  the  medical  officer’s  department  and  the  re-examination  of  the  cases 
treated  is  performed  by  the  assistant  medical  officers.  The  various  duties 
usually  performed  by  the  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  are  so  allocated 
that  by  placing  each  nurse  in  charge  of  a  district  a  considerable  amount  of 
overlapping  is  avoided  and  the  saving  of  time  thus  effected  allows  a  more 
comprehensive  system  of  after-care  to  be  adopted. 


The  following  table  shows  the  rapid  extension  which  has  taken  place 
since  1U13  in  the  work  of  liome  visitatioji  of  defects. 


Year. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Number  of  home  visits  by 
nurses  to  follow  up  cases 
of  defect  or  disease . 

2,623 

2,409 

3,248 

2,737 

4,548 

7,363 

12,255 

12,299 
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Experience  lias  confirmed  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  first  annual 
report  that  the  system  of  staff  specialisation,  for  example  the  whole  time 
employment  of  a  nurse  at  ooe  branch  of  public  health  work — tuberculosis 
visitation,  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  or  the  supervision  of  mid¬ 
wives,  is  costly,  unworkable  and  inefficient. 

During  1916,  1,036  children  w^ere  re-examined  in  school  by  the  medical 
officers,  the  defects  of  737  weie  found  to  have  been  remedied,  51  improved, 
82  were  unchanged,  and  166  were  untreated. 

ACTION  TO  DETECT  AND  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  steps  taken  to  detect  and  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
are  materially  the  same  as  those  described  in  the  annual  report  for  the  year 
1914  and  need  not  now  be  re-stated.  The  number  of  notifications  received 
from  teachers  during  the  year  is  given  in  table  51. 

No  school  or  department  was  closed  during  1916  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 

Children  excluded  from  school  by  the  medical  officer  are  not  permitted 
to  return  until  a  re-admissioii  notice  has  been  issued  by  him. 

SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT. 

Table  52  shows  that  over  69  per  cent,  of  the  defects  found  at  systematic 
medical  inspection  received  treatment  during  tlie  year  ;  and  in  table  53 
it  will  be  seen  that  98  per  cent,  of  the  defects  found  at  tlie  class  to  class 
examinations  were  eventually  treated.  These  are  extremely  satisfactory 
figures,  reflecting  considerable  credit  on  the  staff  of  the  medical  officer’s 
department. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  PROVISION  OF 

MEALS  ACT. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  and  also  those  of  the  Acts  relating  to  medical 
inspection  and  treatment  are  administered  by  the  Central  Children’s 
Care  Committee.  Necessitous  cases  are  reported  to  the  district  care  com¬ 
mittees  by  head  teachers  and  others.  Inquiries  are  then  made  concerning 
the  circumstances  of  the  parents.  If  the  children  cannot  be  properly  fed 
by  the  parents  owing  to  unfavourable  home  conditions,  they  are  supplied 
with  meals  at  the  School  Feeding  Centres. 

Breakfasts  and  dinners  are  provided  at  three  centres,  namely,  Windle 
Pilkington,  Merton  Bank,  and  Robins  Lane  Schools.  The  meals  are 
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prepared  at  the  centres,  and  are  served  by  paid  attendants.  The  dietary 
consists  of : — 

Breakfasts  :  Alternate  meals  of 

(а)  Cocoa  with  milk  and  sugar.  Bread  and  butter,  with  syrup  or  jam. 

(б)  Oatmeal  porridge  with  milk  and  sugar  or  syrup  ;  .followed  by 

bread  and  butter. 

Dinners  :  A  two-course  dinner  is  supplied,  the  courses  being  selected 
from  the  following  list  : 

First  Course.  (1).  Pea  soup  or  lentil  soup. 

(2) .  Scotch  broth. 

(3) .  Irish  stew. 

(4) .  Stewed  beef  with  harricot  beans. 

(5) .  Meat  and  potato  pie. 

Second  course.  (1).  Bread  pudding. 

(2) .  Suet  dumpling  with  syrup. 

(3) .  Boiled  rice  with  milk. 

Water  and  bread  are  provided  in  addition. 

The  total  number  of  meals  given  during  the  year  was  41,455. 

The  average  total  cost  per  meal  is  : — Breakfasts,  3*  15  pence  ;  Dinners, 
4‘3  pence  ;  while  the  average  cost  per  meal  for  food  only  is  : — Breakfasts, 
2  •  3  pence  ;  Dinners,  3  •  13  pence. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  WORK. 

At  the  request  of  the  Education  Committee,  44  scholarship  candidades 
were  medically  examined,  and  under  regulations  made  by  the  Committee 
and  relating  to  teachers  absent  from  duty,  medical  certificates  were  granted 
on  15  occasions. 

665  Children,  on  whose  behalf  application  had  been  made  for  exemption 

from  attendance  at  school,  were  examined  with  respect  to  their  physical 

fitness  to  undertake  employment,  in  522  instances  no  cause  of  rejection  was 

discovered,  and  in  143  cases  the  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 

\ 

a  defect  requiring  treatment. 

The  clerical  work  arising  out  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  is 
of  necessity  very  heavy.  During  1916,  4,998  exclusion  notices,  4,213  re¬ 
admission  notices,  1,150  preliminary  notices,  125  final  notices,  3,487.  dental 
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notices,  4,118  miscellaneous  notices  and  several  tliousands  of  letters  were 
sent  out  from  the  medical  officer’s  department,  and  the  compilation  of 
figures  for  this  report  involved  on  the  clerical  staff  a  considerable  amount 
of  unpaid  work  outside  the  usual  office  hours. 

TEACHING  OF  HYGIENE  AND  TEMPEEANCE. 

No  general  scheme  for  the  teaching  of  these  subjects  has  been  adopted 
in  the  borough.  In  some  of  the  schools,  however,  the  work  is  performed 
by  individual  teachers.  Physical  and  breathing  exercises  are  carried  out 
in  each  school.  No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  open-air  schools, 
school  camps,  or  similar  institutions. 

ACCOUNT  OF  CHILDEEN  MENTALLY  AND  PHYSICALLY 

DEFECTIVE. 

Table  54,  on  page  144,  gives  a  summary  of  children  mentally  or  physically 
defective.  No  further  action  was  taken  during  the  year  as  regards  these 
classes  of  children. 

COWLEY  SECONDAEY  SCHOOLS. 

In  1915  aiTangements  were  made  for  a  routine  annual  inspection  of 
scholars  attending  the  Cowley  Secondary  Schools.  The  defects  discovered 
at  the  second  examination  are  given  in  tables  29 — 47. 

EFFECT  OF  HOME  CONDITIONS  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF 

SCHOOL  CHILDEEN. 

It  is  beyond  controversy  that  the  effect  of  the  home  is  soon  seen  in 
the  physical  state  of  children  attending  school.  Overcrowding  and  vitiated 
atmosphere  will  first  be  felt  by  the  children  living  in  an  insanitary  house, 
and  particularly  by  the  youngest  members  of  the  family. 

Insufficient  Ventilation.  There  is  a  general  agreement  among 
the  members  of  my  staff  that  ventilation  particularly  of  the  bedrooms 
in  the  borough  is  inadequate.  One  health  visitor  reports  that,  “  There 
is  insufficient  ventilation  in  many  homes,  and  especially  so  in  the  bed¬ 
rooms  ;  the  air  in  some  cases  becomes  very  foul  possibly  because  parents 
themselves,  fail  to  realise  the  importance  of  daily  ventilation  by  the  open 
window.  Even  in  the  average  home,  there  is  a  dread  of  draught  and  cold 
entering  the  house,  but  fresh  air  generally  brings  dirt  and  dust,  and  entails 
extra  cleaning.” 
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OvEECKOWiJiNG.  Closelv  associcitccl  with  the  i]isufficient  use  of  the 
open  window,  there  is  a  large  ainoinit  of  overcrowding,  particulai-ly  in 
sleeping  apartments.  A  nurse  in  chaige  of  one  district,  states  that,  “  There 
is  a  certain  amount  of  unnecessary  overcrowding,  as  regards  sleeping 
accommodation,  children  are  put  to  sleep  with  adults  even  when  there 
is  ample  room  for  separate  cots,  so  that  when  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease,  they  are  too  frightened  to  be  isolated  properly  at  home.”  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  ignorance  and  disinclination  for  exertion,  play  a 
part  in  bringing  about  the  herding  together  of  children  in  bedrooms,  for 
another  health  visitor  says  ‘‘  Windows  are  not  opened,  especially  in  the 
cold  seasons  of  the  year.  Overcrowding  is  seen  in  cases  where  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it,  in  some  instances  to  save  money  by  avoiding  the  purchase 
of  the  necessary  articles  of  furniture.”  A  school  nurse  in  the  centre  of  the 
borough  says,  ‘‘  I  sometimes  find  as  many  as  eleven  persons  occupying  two 
bedrooms,  ”  while  another  having  charge  of  one  of  the  outlying  districts 
gives  her  opinion  that,  Many  of  the  houses  are  overcrowded  and  families 
herd  together  not  always  because  of  poverty,  but  because  they  do  not 
realise  the  importance  of  providing  adequate  space  for  living  and  sleeping.” 

Want  of  Sleep.  It  seems  clear  that  the  health  of  the  children  is 
being  damaged  by  want  of  an  adequate  period  for  sleep.  One  worker 
says,  ‘‘  Very  few  children  get  the  required  number  of  Sleeping  hours.” 
They  are  usually  allowed  to  stay  out  late  at  night,  or  in  extreme  cases,  to 
go  to  bed  with  the  parents,”  while  another  states  that  Children  are  Jiot 
taught  that  rest  is  necessary  for  their  well  being,  in  fact  they  are  alloAved 
to  go  to  bed  Avhen  they  wish  to  do  so.  Frequent  attendances  at  the  picture 
palaces  are  permitted  by  the  parents,  who  even  then  take  no  concern  that 
the  child  probably  attends  the  “  last  house  ”  so  losing  precious  sleep, 
breathing  a  vitiated  atmosphere,  and  possibly  is  looking  at  pictures  Avhich 
have  rather  a  demoralising  than  an  educational  effect. 

Food.  It  is  certain  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases  there  is  consider¬ 
able  ignorance  of  simple  home  cooking.  One  health  visitor  reports  In 
many  homes  the  parents  are  lacking  in  the  knoA\dedge  of  cooking  simple 
foods  ;  especially  is  this  true  as  regards  the  midday  meal,  which  only  too 
often  consists  of  chip  potatoes  ”  bought  ready  cooked  from  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  shop.  Even  the  smallest  child  in  the  house  prefers  this  meal  to  any¬ 
thing  else.  Fresh  milk  is  very  scantily  given  to  children  and  parents  are 
backward  in  encouraging  their  children  to  partake  of  it.  Condensed  milk 
is  used  in  the  majority  of  the  working  class  homes,  Avhile  in  some  cases  no 
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milk  enters  the  house  at  all — the  usual  excuse  is  that  the  children  dislike 
it.”  While  another  states  that,  “  Nutritious  food  is  supplanted  by  highly 
seasoned  articles,  such  as  fish  and  chips  or  sausages.” 

OvEiiAVORK.  The  injurious  effects  of  an  excessive  amount  of  domestic 
work,  is  referred  to  by  one  of  the  health  visitors  who  states,  “  The  elder 
children  are  made  to  do  unsuitable  work  when  home  from  school,  and  the 
dinner  hour  is  no  rest  period  to  them,”  while  ajiother  says,  “  Oiie  finds  that 
quite  yoinig  children  are  made  to  perforin  household  duties  involving  a 
good  deal  of  energy,  with  the  result  that  they  are  unable  to  obtain  full 
benefit  from  any  school  training. 

General.  The  general  effects  of  home  conditions  are  w^ell  summarised 
by  one  of  the  nurses  wlio  says  tliat,  ”  The  home  conditions  of  school  children 
vary  very  much  indeed,  and  are,  1  think,  dependent  to  a  great  extent  upon 
the  parents’  personal  characteiistics  and  capabilities.  In  the  localities  in 
which  good -sanitary  houses  are  in  the  majority  the  people  are  for  the  most 
part  intelligent,  industrious,  thrifty  and  clean,  and  are  able  to  make  the 
home  conditions  such,  as  to  insure  the  children  being  properly  looked  after. 
It  is  quite  easy  in  schools  to  recognise  the  children  who  come  from  homes 
ill  which  the  parental  iiifliieiice  is  good.  On  the  other  hand  in  the  parts 
of  the  town  wdiere  the  cheaper  class  of  house  is  found  and  where  insanitary 
conditions  are  prevalent  one  finds  the  parents  igiiorant,  careless,  dirty  and 
extravagant,”  while  another  closely  agrees  in  the  following  words,  Children 
from  good  homes  are  usually  well-trained,  the  children  being  Iniglit,  alert, 
well-nourished  and  well  clot  lied.  Tlie  childrcji  in  the  slum-house  are 
ill-iiourished,  badly  clothed  and  improperly  trained.” 
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Table  I. 

Number  of  Children  inspected  1st  January,  1916,  to  31st  December,  1916. 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

1 

Leavers. 

Total. 

Age  . . . 

4 

5 

6 

Total, 

7 

8 

Total. 

12 

13 

Total. 

Boys . 

369 

631 

142 

1,142 

56 

1,040 

1,096 

952 

50 

1,002 

3,240 

Girls  . 

316 

628 

148 

1,092 

47 

944 

991 

904 

4() 

950 

3,033 

685 

1259 

290 

2,234 

103 

1 ,984 

2,087 

1,856 

96 

1,952 

6,273 

Special  Cases  Boys,  11 G  Girls,  104 


Re-examination 


1,03G 


Table  2. 

Tiie  defects  in  respect  of  which  directions  were  given  for  treatment. 


Number  of  children  examined  . 

Number  recommended  for  treatment  .... 

Routine 

Cases. 

Per¬ 

centage. 

Special 

Cases. 

Per¬ 

centage. 

6,273 

1,051 

16-7 

220 

79 

35-9 

Defect'^  requiring  treatment — 

Enlarged  tonsils . 

239 

3-8 

7 

3-1 

Adenoids . 

51 

0-8 

4 

1  -9 

Other  throat  and  nose  defects . 

,  , 

0-0 

2 

0-9 

Defective  eyesight . 

3.38 

5-4 

49 

22-3 

Scpiint  . 

29 

0  •  45 

2 

0-9 

External  eye  disease . 

16 

0-25 

3 

1-35 

Discharging  ears  . 

6 

0-1 

6 

2-7 

Deafness  . 

6 

0-1 

4 

1-9 

Heart  disease . 

0-0 

0-0 

Anaemia  . 

0-0 

0-0 

Bronchitis . 

1 

0-02 

2 

0-9 

Suspected  phthisis . 

•  • 

0-0 

,  , 

0-0 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  . 

0-0 

0-0 

Tuberculosis  . 

3 

0*05 

0-0 

Ringworm  . 

1 

0-02 

0-0 

Badly  fitting  and  unsuitable  glasses  .... 

29 

0-45 

1 

0-05 

Decayed  teeth  . 

288 

4-4 

4 

1-9 

Other  diseases  or  defects  . 

54 

0-9 

1,061 

16-74 

84 

37-9 
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Table  3. 


Personal  History. 


Number 
of  cases 
inquired 
into. 

Number  of 
cases  wliicli 
have  not  had 
an  infectious 
disease. 

PREVIOUS 

ILLNESS. 

Measles 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

other 

Diseases 

Entrants  . 

2,2.34 

888 

1,106 

498 

3.54 

113 

58 

178 

Percent  acre . 

30-7 

49-5 

22-3 

15-8 

5-1 

2-6 

7-9 

Intermediates  .  .  . 

2,087 

418 

1,567 

682 

473 

259 

65 

225 

PercentaG:e . 

20-1 

75-1 

32-7 

22-6 

12-4 

3'1 

10-8 

Leavers  . 

1 ,052 

241 

1,598 

703 

585 

353 

95 

327 

Percentage . 

12-3 

GO 

^GO 

36-0 

29-9 

18‘1 

4-8 

16-7 

Table  4. 


Nutrition. 


®  ci  'C 

0)  (D 

1 

IXCEI 

.LENT 

Normal. 

Bei 

.ow  ] 

SlORMAL 

Ba 

D. 

X!  T3  .S 

a 

Kr  u  H 

Boys 

Girls. 

Total 

per 

cent. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total,  eem. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Per 

cent. 

Boys- 

Girls. 

Total 

Pc' 

cer. 

Entrants 

Inter- 

2,234 

1,118 

1,067 

2,185  97*8 

24 

22 

46 

2-1 

3 

3 

ot 

mediates 

2,087 

1,031 

928 

1,959  93-9 

61 

59 

120 

5-7 

4 

4 

8 

oj" 

Leavers  . 

1 ,952 

950 

910 

1,860  95-3 

51 

37 

88 

4-5 

1 

3 

4 

4 
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Table  5. 


Clotliing  and  Footgear. 


Entrants. 


1. 


•(Clothing — 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


r  1  Footgear — 

I  Satisfactory 

.  Unsatisfactory 


Number  examined — 


2,234. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per 

C/ent. 

1,005 

1 ,002 

2,127 

05  •  2 

05 

32 

127 

5-7 

1,124 

1,082 

2,200 

08-7 

18 

10 

28 

1-3 

Intermediates. 


Number  examined — 
2,087. 


Per 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

1,018 

052 

1,070 

044 

04 

44 

138 

0-0 

1 ,004 

078 

2,042 

07  •  8 

32 

13 

45 

2  ’  2 

Leavers. 


Number  examined — 
1 ,052. 


Per 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

050 

021 

1 ,880 

00  •  3 

40 

31 

80 

4-1 

070 

030 

1,018 

08*3 

23 

11 

34 

1-7 

Table  6. 


Cleanliness  of  the  head. 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Number  examined- 

-2,234. 

Number  examined — 

Number  examined — 

2,087. 

l,0i; 

i2. 

Per 

Pei 

Per 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

C  ent 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent 

1  Clean  . 

1,133 

1 ,033 

2,100 

00-0 

1,077 

007 

1,084 

05  •  1 

007 

000 

1,003 

97*5 

Nits  only  . 

13 

144 

157 

7-0 

27 

243 

270 

12-0 

12 

180 

108 

10*1 

)  Pediciili . 

0 

14 

20 

0-0 

3 

10 

13 

0-0 

2 

15 

17 

0-0 

Table 
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Preliminary  notices .  1300 

Final  notices .  238 

Children  cleansed  by  Local  Authority  .  81 


Ill 
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!  I 

,  i 

;  I 


Table  9. 


Cleanliness  of  the  body. 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Number  examined — 

Number  examined — • 

Number  examined — 

2,234.  H 

i 

2,087. 

1,05 

2. 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

Boys 

Girls  Total 

Cent. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

Clean  . 

1,123 

1,070 

2,100 

OH.O 

1 ,005 

000 

2,031 

07.3 

085 

030 

1,021 

08.4 

Dirty  . 

5 

0 

5 

0.2 

14 

8 

99 

1 .05 

4 

9 

() 

0.3 

Pedicnli  present.  .  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

0. 1 

1 

0 

1 

0.05 

0 

1 

1 

0 . 05 

Boys.rJiil.s. 

Number  of  children  luadly  bitten  by  fleas  or  vermin  ,  .  70  77 


i 

1 

t 

Table  lO. 

Teeth. 


' 

Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Number  examined — 

Number  examined — 

Number  examined — 

2,2.34. 

2,087. 

1 ,052. 

Per 

Per 

Per 

! 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Cent. 

a  Sound  . 

485 

445 

030 

41.0 

578 

400 

1,077 

51.0 

480 

447 

030 

47.05 

i  Less  than  4  decayed .  . 

407 

455 

022 

41.3 

445 

431 

870 

42.0 

404 

454 

018 

47.03 

i  More  than  4  decayed 

100 

101 

381 

1 7 . 05 

73 

01 

134 

0.4 

40 

48 

07 

4.07 

1  Septic  gums . 

0 

1 

1 

0.05 

ti 

0 

0 

0.0 

0 

1 

1 

0.05 

Nose  and  Throat. 
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Cd 
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Gi 
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c3 

r  "H 
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Per 

cent. 

10  10  0 

0 

t»  © 

P  G 
in  *  H 

G 

o  3 

-  t-d  . 

Total. 

219 

1 

Special 

Number  e: 

220. 

1 

Girls. 

104 

Boys. 

115 

1 

1 

Ti 

Per 

cent. 

X  oi  0 

«  •  • 

r^'  10  0 

Cl 

*'  Leavers. 

Number  examine( 

1,952. 

Total. 

1 

1,851 

101 

Girls. 

X  • 

0  • 

Cl 

Boys. 

948 

54 

1 

. 

Per 

eent. 

91.35 

8.65 

0.0 

m  © 

W  G 

^  ’h 

M  1  • 

S  90 

Total. 

1,907 

180 

g  ©  0 

§  G  cm" 

pH  0 

g  ^ 

g  ? 

1— (  ” 

Girls. 

O?  Cl  • 

0  X  • 

Boys. 

1,005 

91 

Entrants. 

Number  examined — 
2,234. 

Per 

cent. 

D  Tfl  0 

X  CD  0 

Cl 

Total. 

2,092 

142 

Girls. 

1,029 

63 

Boys. 

CO  O'.  • 

D  JE-  • 

0 

No  diseases . 

Enlarged  glands  . 

Gland  scars  . 

Squint. 


118 


h 


2 

0 

3 

h 
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Table  15. 

Vision. 


Le^i 

.VERS. 

Per 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

cent 

1 ,002 

950 

1,952 

— 

815 

732 

1,547 

79.2 

31 

39 

70"^ 

28 

24 

52 

52 

65 

117 

62 

73 

135 

36 

38 

74 

-27 

41 

68 

.25 

31 

56 

26 

32 

58 

20.8 

22 

15 

37 

> 

13 

16 

29 

16 

17 

33 

19 

20 

39 

1 

3 

4 

6 

4 

10 

5 

10 

15 

5 

8 

13 

Number  examined  . 

()  /(>  each  eye  (normal  vision . 

6  /b  II . 

L . 

6/9  11 . 

1 . 

6/12  R . 

[ . 

6/18  R . 

L . 

6/24  R . 

L . 

6/36  R, . 

L . 

6/60  R . 

L . 

6/0  R . 

L . 


Intermediates. 


Boys 

1,040 


790 

37 

32 

98 

106 

56 

53 

26 

35 

16 

11 

13 

9 

2 

1 

1 

4 


Girls 


944 


Total 


1,984 


720 

38 

27 

83 

85 

49 

50 
26 
31 

9 

15 

12 

12 

1 

2 

o 

3 


1,510 

75'" 

59 

181 

191 

105 

103 

52 

66 

25 

26 
25 
21 

3 

3 

6 

7 


Per 

Cent 


76.1 


23.9 


Special  Cases. 


Per 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

cent; 

116 

104 

220 

— 

78 

55 

128 

38.1 

8 

6 

141 

2 

3 

5 

2 

10 

12 

6 

12 

18 

10 

10 

20 

8 

11 

19 

8 

8 

16 

11 

6 

17 

> 

41. 

6 

5 

11 

4 

9 

13 

7 

6 

13 

7 

,  6 

13 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

6 

Table  16. 

Hearing. 


Number  examined  . 

In 

tern 

lEDIATES. 

L 

EAVERS. 

8peci 

AL  CaS 

ES.lJ 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per 

cent 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Per 

cent 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Pel 
cer  1 

1,040 

944 

1,984 

— 

1,002 

950 

1,952 

— 

116 

104 

220 

—  1 

20-ft.  each  ear  (Normal 

hearing) 

1,040 

944 

1,984 

100-0 

1,001 

949 

1,950 

99-9 

116 

103 

219 

99!l 

20-ft.  R . 

••  1 

«  . 

*> 

T. . 

.. 

*  , 

•  • 

10-ft.  R . 

.. 

0-0 

1 

1 

0-1 

1 

1 

o-.i| 

L . 

> 

1 

1 

> 

1 

1 

5-ft.  R . 

1 

1 

L . 

*  * 

•  • 

1 

1 

*  *  -> 

Table  17. 

Ear  Diseases. 
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r/i  Ti 

Per 

cent. 

Oi  (M  Cd  CO 

CO  lO  (TO  O  (M  CO 

00 

Special  Case: 

Number  examine^ 
220  . 

Total. 

^  CO  CC'  00 

00  1*^ 

Girls. 

O  rH  (M  ^  • 

Oi 

Boys. 

OC  CO  •  01  00 

a> 

1 

iD 

•  1 

«  i  ^ 

Per 
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to  >0  »0  bO 
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CC 
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t- 
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cc 
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.Q 

S 

d 
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CO 
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lO 
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00 
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.  1 

W  'T-! 

Per 
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\o  yo 

0\  O  CO  r-^ 

(X  o  o  o  o  o 

C7’ 

Intermediate 

mber  examine( 
2,087. 

Total. 

2,051 

15 

12 

7 

2 

Girls. 

Ol  -Id  • 

OC 

d 

Boys. 

Oi  00  lO  •  Ol  (M 

o 

r\ 

1  . 

Per 

cent. 

lO  1-0  lO  lO 

•  Cd  CD  tM  CO  1— 1 

. 

Oi  c-  o  o  o  c 

5  Is 

Total. 

Ol  lO  00  CO 
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i  g-. 
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i 

oc  O  CO  >o  Ol 

CD 

o 

•N 

OQ 

o 

pp 
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f-H  rH 
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rs 

r-H 

No  diseases  . 

Obstruction  E. . 

Obstruction  L . 

Otorrhoea  R . 

Otorrhoea  L . 

Other  diseases  . 

Mental  Condition. 
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Heart  and  Circulation. 
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Rickets. 
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Table  27. 


Infectious  diseases  discovered  in  children  systematically  examined. 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Scarlet  fever  . 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

Whooping  cough .... 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Chicken  pox . 

2 

Table  28. 

Other  Diseases. 


Cld  scar  on  forehead . 

.  .  .6 

Septic  toe  . 

.1 

Old  abscess  on  foot . 

.  .  .1 

Cut  thumb  . . . 

9 

Old  Infantile  Paralysis  . 

.  .  .1 

Had  operation  for  cleft  jmlate. 

.1 

Scar  on  leg . 

.  .  .1 

Slight  swelling  of  left  eye . 

.1 

Rigid  uvula . 

.  .  .2 

Several  warts  on  face . 

.1 

Deformed  nose . 

. .  .3 

Scar  on  face . 

.5 

Cut  on  forehead . 

. .  .1 

One  eye  only . 

.2 

Sore  on  ear . 

. .  .1 

Sore  lips . 

.3 

Hernia  . 

.  .  .2 

Septic  foot . 

.1 

Old  scar  on  neck . 

. .  .4 

Defective  left  foot . 

.1 

Sore  foot . 

.  .  .1 

Sore  face . 

.1 

Ridge  across  soft  palate . 

. .  .1 

Septic  head  . 

.1 

Sore  hand . 

.  .  .1 

Sore  on  head . 

.1 

Sore  under  chin . 

.  .  .1 

Stomatitis . 

.1 

Rough  skin . 

.  .  .1 

Burns  on  arm  . 

1 

Enlarged  thyroid  . 

.  .  .4 

Scar  on  chest . 

.1 

Tumour  on  back . 

.  .  .1 

Cleft  palate . 

.2 

Paralysis  right  side  of  face ,  .  . 

.  .  .1 

Had  broken  leg . 

.1 

Sore  finger . 

.  .  .1 

Tumour  of  arm  . . 

.1 

Dry  scaly  skin . 

.  .  .1 

Birth  mark  right  side  of  face .  .  . 

.1 

Old  abscess  under  chin . 

. .  .1 

Rheumatism  . 

.1 

Deaf  and  dumb . 

.  ..1 

Small  cyst  at  back  of  neck . 

.1 

Hip  disease . 

..  1 

High  palate  .  .  !  . 
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Table  29. 

Number  of  children  examined. 


Age . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total. 

Bovs . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

4 

IG 

9 

5 

1 

48 

Girls  . 

1 

2 

4 

1 

7 

15 

13 

4 

3 

50 

4 

4 

9 

4 

11 

31 

22 

9 

4 

98 

Table  30. 


The  defects  in  respect  of  which  direction  were  given  for  treatment. 


Number  of  children  examined  . 

Number  recommended  for  treatment . 

98 

18 

Per  cent. 
18-35 

Defects  requiring  treatment : — 

Decayed  teeth  . 

5 

5.1 

Defective  eyesight  . 

4 

4.05 

Badly  fitting  and  unsuitable  glasses  . 

9 

1.0 

Enlarged  tonsils  . 

6 

6.1 

Other  diseases  or  defects  . 

3 

3.0 

20 

19.25 

Table  31. 

Personal  History. 


Number 
of  cases 
inquired 
into. 

Number 
that  had 
not  had  an 
infectious 
disease. 

PEP 

IVIOUS 

ILLNESSES. 

Measles. 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Other 

Diseases 

« 

Bovs . 

48 

16 

30 

17 

13 

5 

4 

1 

,,  Percentage 

,  , 

33.3 

62.5 

35.4 

27.1 

10.9 

8.3 

2.1 

Girls . 

50 

50 

,,  Percentage 

•  . 

100.0 

0.0 

0.0 

6.0 

6.0 

0.0 

6.0 

Table  32. 

Nutrition. 


Number 

Examined. 

Excellent. 

Normal. 

Below 

Normal. 

Bad. 

Boys . 

48 

40 

8 

Girls . 

50 

2 

48 

Total  . 

98 

2 

88 

8 

Percentage  . . 

2.04 

89.8 

8.16 

— 

122 


Table  33 

Clothing  and  Footgear. 


Number 

Examined. 

Clothing. 

Footgeak. 

Satisfactory. 

Un¬ 

satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Un¬ 

satisfactory. 

Boys . 

48 

48 

48 

Girls . 

50 

50 

50 

Total  . 

98 

98 

— 

98 

- - 

Per  cent.  .  . . 

100 

100 

Table  34 


Cleanliness  of  the  Head  and  Body. 


Number 

Exam’d. 

H 

1 

EAD. 

] 

Body. 

Clean . 

Nits 

Pediculi 

Dirty. 

Clean . 

Dirty. 

" 

Bitten. 

Pediculi 

Boys . 

48 

48 

_ 

— 

_ 

48 

— 

— 

Girls . 

50 

50 

6 

— 

— 

50 

- - 

. — • 

— 

Total  . 

98 

98 

6 

— 

— 

98 

— 

. — - 

— 

Per  cent . 

- ’ 

100.0 

6.1 

— 

— 

100 

— 

— 

' 

Table  35. 

Teeth. 


Number 

Examined. 

Sound. 

Less  than 

4  decayed. 

More  than 

4  decayed. 

Sepsis. 

Boys . 

48 

29 

14 

5 

Girls . 

50 

18 

29 

3 

Total  . 

98 

47 

43 

8 

Per  cent.  . . . 

47.9 

43.9 

8.2 

— 

Table  36 

Nose  and  Throat. 


Number 

examined 

No 

defect. 

Mouth 

breather. 

Tonsils. 

Other 

diseases. 

Adenoids. 

Slightly 

enlarged. 

Much 

enlarged. 

Slight. 

Marked. 

Boys  .  .  . 

48 

44 

— 

1 

0 

w 

1 

— 

— 

Girls  .  .  . 

50 

40 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

98 

84 

1 

10 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Per  cent. 

— 

85.7 

1.0 

10.2 

2.1 

1.0 

— 

— 

128 


Table  37. 


Glandular  Enlargements  and  Squint. 


'  Number 
.  Examined. 

Glandular  Enlargements. 

Squint. 

No 

Disease. 

Enlaro-ed 

Glands. 

Gland 

Scars. 

No 

Defect. 

Defect 

Present. 

Bovs  .... 

48 

44 

4 

_ _ 

47 

1 

Girls  .... 

50 

47 

3 

— 

50 

- - 

Total  ... 

08 

91 

7 

- - 

97 

1 

Per  cent. 

•  - 

92-8 

7-2 

- - 

99-0 

1  -0 

/ 


Table  38. 


External  Eye  Disease. 


Number 

Examined. 

No 

Disease. 

Bleph- 

arites. 

Conjunc¬ 

tivitis. 

Corneal 

Opacity. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Boys . 

48 

47 

1 

_ _ 

— 

— 

Girls . 

50 

48 

2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Total  .... 

98 

95 

3 

— 

- - 

— 

Per  cent.  . 

— 

90.0 

3.1 

— 

— 

124 


Ci 

W 

o 

z 

H 


> 
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Table  40. 

Ear  Disease. 


Number 

examined. 

No 

Disease. 

Obstruction. 

Otorrhcea. 

1 

Other 

Disease. 

Right. 

Left. 

Right. 

Left. 

Boys . 

48 

46 

1 

.. 

^  •  • 

1 

Girls . 

50 

41 

5 

4 

,  , 

Total  .... 

98 

87 

6 

4‘ 

1 

Per  cent. . . 

88.7 

6.2 

4.1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 .0 

Table  41. 


Speech  and  Mental  condition. 


Number 

examined 

Speech. 

Mental  Condition. 

No  Defect. 

Defective 

Articulation. 

stammer¬ 

ing. 

Normal. 

Backward  Mentally 
D^ill  ^  Deficient. 

Boys . 

48 

48 

48 

•  •  •  • 

Girls . 

50 

50 

•  . 

•  • 

50 

j 

Total  .... 

98 

98 

,  , 

98 

•  •  i  •  • 

Per  cent.  . 

•  • 

100 

100 

(  .. 

Table  42 


Nervous  System  and  Heart  and  Circulation. 

t/ 


Number 

exam'd. 

Nervous 

System. 

Heart  and  Circulation. 

No 

Disease. 

Epil¬ 

epsy. 

Chorea. 

Other 

Diseases 

No 

Disease. 

Organic 

Disease. 

Func¬ 

tional 

Disease. 

Anaemia 

Other 

Disease. 

Bovs . 

48 

48 

45 

3 

Girls . 

50 

50 

,  , 

.  • 

47 

,  , 

,  , 

3 

Total  .... 

98 

98 

,  , 

,  , 

92 

,  , 

6 

,  , 

Per  cent.  . 

•  • 

100 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

93.8 

•  • 

•  • 

6.2 

•  • 

Table  43. 

Tuberculosis. 


Number 

examined. 

Pulmonary. 

N  ON-PuLMONARY. 

Lungs. 

Glandular. 

Bones  &  Joints. 

Other  forms 

Boys . 

48 

) 

.. 

.. 

Girls . 

50 

None 

•  • 

•  , 

Total  .... 

98 

) 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

Per  cent.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

126 


Table  44. 

Lungs. 


Number 

Examined. 

No 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Suspected. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Boys . 

48 

47 

1 

Girls  ..... 

50 

48 

2 

•  • 

Total  .... 

98 

95 

3 

Per  cent.  . 

96.9 

3.1 

Table  45 

Deformities  and  Rickets. 


Number 

Examined. 

Defou 

MITIES. 

Rickets. 

No 

Deformity. 

Deformity 

Present. 

No 

Disease. 

Slight. 

Marked. 

Boys . 

48 

48 

48 

Girls . 

50 

50 

50 

Total  .... 

98 

98 

98 

Per  cent.  . 

100 

100 

Table  46- 

Skin. 


Number 

Examined. 

No 

Disease. 

Ring 

WORM. 

Impetigo 

^  Other 

Scabies.  Diseases 

Body. 

Head. 

Boys . 

48 

48 

«  •  •  • 

Girls . 

50 

50 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

Total  .... 

98 

98 

,  , 

,  , 

•  •  •  • 

Per  cent.  . 

100 

•  • 

•  ' 

•  • 

. . 

Table  47 

Other  Diseases. 


Two  old  bare  patches  on  scalp  due  to  ringworm 

Arthritis  of  knee . 

Enlarged  thyroid  . . . 


1 

1 

1 
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Table 

48. 

Classification  of  defects 

among  children  attending  the  inspection  cl 

inic 

Head. 

Speech. 

Sores . 

1 

Defectiv^e  Speech  . 

1 

Other  diseases . 

Mental  Conditions. 

Skin. 

Mentally  defective . 

0 

Ringworm,  scalp . 

. .  18 

Dull . 

0 

Ringworm,  body . 

. .  57 

Heart. 

Scabies  . 

..  271 

Impetigo . 

Sores . 

.  .  04 

9 

Anaemia  . 

Others . 

24 

2 

Psoriasis  . 

.  .  3 

Lungs. 

Eczema . 

8 

Other  diseases . 

.  .  ]() 

Bronchitis  . 

42 

Throat  and  Nose  Defects, 

Suspected  phthisis . 

Other  diseases . 

0 

20 

Enlarged  tonsils  and 

Nervous  System. 

adenoids  . 

O 

Bpilo])Sv  . 

( 'horea . 

o 

Enlarged  tonsils . 

.  .  03 

11 

Adenoids . 

9 

Paralysis . 

1 

Other  diseases . 

•) 

Others . 

0 

Glands. 

Tuberculo.sis. 

Enlarged . 

.  .  10 

Phthisis . 

1 

Abscess . 

.  .  19 

Glands . 

0 

Bones  and  joints  . 

0 

Eyes. 

Skin . 

0 

Conjunctivitis  . 

. .  30 

Blepharitis . . 

Ulcers . 

.  .  10 

8 

Rickets . 

0 

Sep  lint . 

Defective  vision  . 

0 

.  .  05 

Kidney  Disease . 

0 

Other  diseases . 

.  .  25  . 

General  Debility . 

44 

Ears. 

Rheumatism . 

2 

Discharee . 

.  .  11 

Deafness . 

Other  diseases  . . 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  . 

237 

128 


Table  49. 

Classification  of  cases  treated  at  the  School  Clinic  during  1916. 


Treatment 

Treatment 

carried  on 

New 

Treatment 

not 

Partially 

from 

Cases. 

completed. 

completed 

treated. 

previous 

at  the  end 

year. 

of  the  year. 

Eye  defects . 

11 

522 

433 

100 

Nose  and  throat  defects  .... 

1 

265 

255 

11 

Diseases  of  the  teeth . 

,  , 

2,227 

2,227 

11 

Ringworm  of  scalp . 

1 

27 

17 

11 

Eczema  of  scalp . 

,  . 

1 

1 

•  , 

Minor  ailments . 

64 

1,]]9 

957 

226 

i 

Table  50 


Dental  inspection  and  treatment. 


AGES 

Number 

inspected 

in 

schools 

Number 

requiring 

treatment 

Number 
treated  at 
school 
clinic 

Extraction 

Anaesthetics 

Fillings 

Mis¬ 

cellaneous 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Tempor¬ 

ary 

Per¬ 

manent 

Local 

Nitrous 

Oxide 

1 

Amalgam 

Cement 

Scalings  A 

Dressings 

4  and  under 

5. . 

14 

11 

82 

22 

3 

5 

99 

6.  .. 

861 

968 

461 

5^) 

294 

384 

2,891 

648 

26 

11 

3 

6 

99 

7. . 

984 

962 

396 

574 

265 

279 

2,207 

3 

524 

18 

16 

8 

7 

9  9 

8.  . 

817 

856 

557 

421 

267 

301 

1,284 

9 

565 

3 

14 

8 

8 

99 

9.  . 

521 

629 

204 

107 

75 

65 

391 

9 

123 

5 

2 

0 

99 

10. 

,  • 

• 

•  , 

18 

17 

47 

27 

34 

1 

9 

1 

10 

9  9 

11. . 

i 

• 

,  . 

12 

11 

38 

31 

22 

1 

1 

1  I 

9  9 

12.  . 

1 

, 

14 

r-' 

i 

24 

54 

17 

4 

2 

4 

12 

9  9 

13. . 

, 

19 

18 

36 

100 

30 

5 

11 

7 

13 

99 

14. . 

149 

141 

74 

97 

90 

66 

46 

171 

152 

4 

14 

18 

Totals . 

3,352 

3,556 

1,692 

1,795 

1,068 

1,159 

7,846 

404 

2,137 

70 

70 

52 

•  . 

Table  61. 

Notifications  by  teachers  of  infectious  and  contagious  disease  in 

school  children  during  1915. 


Measles  .  70 

Mumps .  26 

Whooping  cough .  207 

Chicken-pox  .  159 

Scarlet  fever  .  60 

Diphtheria  .  28 

Eingworm  .  35 

Scabies .  59 

Other  diseases .  452 


1,096 


129 


Table  52. 


Treatment  of  Defects  during  1916  of  Children  systematically  examined. 


CONDITIONS. 

No.  of 
for  vh 
was 

n 

defects 
ich  Tre 
consid 
ecessar; 

found 

atment 

ered 

No.  of  defects  for 
which  no  report  is 
available. 

Op 

o 

^  • 

05  ID 

a 

I 

'T 

Results 

leatmei 

of 

it. 

f  defects  1 

reated.  j 

.  of  defects 

;ated. 

F  rom 
previ- 
OU.S 
year 

New 

Cases 

Total 

O  ^ 

1 

Eeme- 

died. 

Impi’O- 

ved. 

I’n- 

chang- 

ed. 

o 

8  2 

Per  cent. 

trc 

Nose  and  Throat . 

210 

255 

405 

12 

318 

298 

8 

12 

135 

08-3 

External  Eye  disease  . 

1,3 

10 

29 

20 

17 

5 

4 

3 

89-5 

Ear  disease . 

27 

20 

47 

2 

40 

24 

0 

10 

5 

85  •  1 

Teeth . 

50 

205 

315 

24 

189 

177 

2 

10 

102 

00-0 

Heart  and  Circulation.. 

4 

, 

4 

4 

3 

,  , 

1 

100-0 

Lungs  . 

5 

4 

9 

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

55-5 

Nervous  System . 

. 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

•  . 

•  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

Skin  . 

4 

7 

11 

2 

9 

8 

•  • 

1 

,  , 

81-8 

Rickets . 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

.  , 

•  • 

Deformities  . 

Tuberculosis — ■ 

4 

1 

5 

5 

2 

3 

100-0 

Pulmonary  . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

1 

33-3 

Non  Pulmonary  . . 

2 

9 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

100-0 

Speech . 

.  • 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

-  . 

.  ; 

•  . 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

Mental  Condition . 

.  , 

,  . 

.  . 

.  . 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  « 

Vision  and  Squint  .  .  .  . 

21 

499 

714 

37 

518 

458 

1  ! 

49 

159 

72-5 

Hearing . 

9 

10 

19 

1 

10 

7 

4 

5 

2 

84-2 

Miscellaneous  . 

4 

5 

9 

8 

0 

2 

1 

88'8 

Total  . 

547 

1,085 

1,032 

82 

1,141 

1,003 

38 

100 

409 

09-9 
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Table  53 

Treatment  during  1916  of  defects  found  in  children  at  class  to  class 
inspection,  the  inspection  clinic  and  during  home  visits. 


CONDITIONS. 

No.  of 
for  whi 
was 

IK 

defects 
ch  Tre: 
conside 
3cessar> 

found 

itment 

red 

No.  of  defects  for 

which  no  report  is 
available. 

1 - 

No.  of  defects 
Treated. 

R 

Tr 

esults  o 
eatmen 

f 

t. 

No.  of  defects 
not  treated. 

Per  cent,  of  defects 
treated. 

From 

previ¬ 

ous 

year. 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Impro¬ 

ved. 

Un¬ 

chang¬ 

ed. 

Nose  and  Throat  .... 

4 

50 

54 

5 

48 

45 

1 

2 

1 

88*8 

External  eye  disease  . 

37 

206 

303 

7 

290 

230 

51 

15 

97*0 

Teeth . 

14 

14 

1 

12 

11 

1 

1 

85  •  7 

Heai't  and  Circulation 

Luno’S . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

100-0 

Nervous  System . 

■  • 

Skin  . 

S 

403 

411 

4 

407 

292 

82 

33 

98-0 

Rickets . 

Deformities  . 

2 

,  , 

2 

2 

2 

*  • 

100-0 

''J’uberculosis — 

Pidmonary  . 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

•  » 

• 

• 

.  . 

.  , 

Non-Pulmonary . .  ,  . 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

• 

1 

1 

,  . 

l0()-0 

Speech  . 

•  • 

•  • 

,  • 

• 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

Mental  Condition  .... 

. . 

Vision  and  Squint  .  . . 

19 

149 

168 

0 

100 

111 

17 

32 

2 

Hearina; . 

2 

14 

10 

16 

10 

2 

4 

1 00  -  0 

Miscellaneous  . 

18 

304 

382 

5 

377 

335 

39 

3 

95-2 

Ear  Disease . 

14 

87 

101 

6 

94 

46 

25 

23 

1 

93-0 

104 

1,350 

1 ,454 

34 

1,415 

1,082 

219 

114 

5 

98-0 

131 


Table  64. 

Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  tlie  Area. 


;  Boys 

i 

j  Girls 

Total 

Blind. 

(including  partially  blind). 

Attending  Public  Elementary  H<;hools  .  .  . 
Attending  certified  schools  for  the  blind. . 
Not  at  school . 

11 

3 

3 

8 

2 

2 

22 

b 

b 

Pea;b’  and  Dumb. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Seh(K)ls.  .  . 

30 

30 

00 

(including  partially  deaf). 

Attending  certified  schools  for  the  deaf 

b 

4 

9 

Not  at  school . 

— 

— 

— 

* 

xVttending  Piiblic  Elementary  Schools.  .  . 

33 

32 

05 

Feeble 

Attending  certified  schools  for  mcntalh^ 

Mentally 

Minded. 

defective  children  . 

— 

— 

— 

Deficient. 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control)  Authority 

during  the  year . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  school . 

— 

2 

2 

Imbeciles 

At  school  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  school  .  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Idiots. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools.  .  . 

10 

0 

10 

EriLEPTICS. 

Attending  certified  schools  for  Epile])tics.  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School  . 

2 

2 

4 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Scdiools.  .  . 

33 

31 

04 

Pulmonary 

Attending  certified  schools  for  Pln^sically 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Defective  Children . 

Not  at  school . 

lb 

20 

35 

Phtsically 

Other  forms 

Attending  Public  Elementary  schools.  .  .  . 

10 

32 

78 

Defective. 

of  Tuberculosis 

Attending  certified  schools  for  Physically 

Defective  children . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  school . 

13 

17 

30 

Cripples  other 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  .  .  . 

43 

40 

83 

than  Tubercular 

Attending  Certified  schools  for  Physically 

Defective  children . 

2 

1 

3 

Not  at  school . 

b 

1 

0 

Retarded  2  years  . 

110 

104 

210 

lJuLL  OK.  Backward* 

Retarded  3  years  . 

9 

9 

*  Judged  according  to  age  and  standard. 
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A  PPENDIX, 

INFANT  WFLFAN]^]  WOKK 

BY 

Charles  W.  Uee,  L.K.C.F.,  and  S.Ed.,  D.P.H., 

]Jepnty  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  birth-rate  has  been  steadily  decreasing  amongst  the  nations  of 
Europe  during  the  last  twenty  years.  The  birth-rate  in  England  and 
Wales  for  the  period  1891—00  was  29.9.  In  191G  it  had  falleji  to  21*6 
a  diminution  of  8’  3.  What  the  present  war  will  have  to  do  with  tlie  question 
is  a  matter  of  serious  thought,  but  there  seems  little  doubt  that  the  birth¬ 
rate  of  the  nations  at  war  will  be  reduced  still  more,  oAving  to  the  destruction 
of  so  maiw  lives  and  the  absence  of  others  from  home. 

K/ 

Bei]ig  faced  AAuth  a  falling  birth-rate  it  becomes  the  duty  of  muni- 
ci|)ii.lities  to  take  all  measures  in  their  pOAA-er  to  save  the  lives  of  the  infants 
that  are  born  and  safe-guard  their  existence. 

The  ante-natal  period  in  the  life  of  the  child  is  frequently  neglected. 
The  illness  of  the  baby  is  often  due  to  the  mother  being  too  careless  and 
neglectful  of  her  oaaui  health.  The  seriousness  of  this  will  be  better  understood 
if  we  realise  that  out  of  a  thousand  pregnancies  ante-natal  causes  bring 
about  within  a  year  and  nine  months  a  fatal  termination  in  approximately 
250  cases,  some  of  the  unfavourable  influences  which  may  act  through  the 
parents  before  the  birth  of  their  offspring  may  be  mentioned. 

Of  the  diseases  which  the  parents  can  pass  on  to  their  children  probably 
syphilis  causes  more  abortion  and  still-births  than  ony  other.  Even  AAdien 
the  child  is  born  in  a  seemingly  healthy  condition  this  disease  may  soon 
begin  to  show  itself. 

Gonorrhea  is  another  serious  disease,  one  Avhich  causes  a  large  amount 
of  sterility  and  is  responsible  for  many  of  the  cases  of  blindness  which 
occur  in  cliildliood. 

The  following  factors  have  an  important  bearing  in  the  question  of 
infant  mortality  : — 

Ages  of  parents  : — Early  and  late  marriages  both  tend  to  keep  up 
the  infantile  death-rate,  in  the  first  case  the  mother  is  not  fully  developed, 
in  the  second  there  is  likely  to  be  injury  at  birth. 


139 


Size  of  the  family  : — Tliis  depends  to  a  certain  extent  on  the  income 
of  the  parents,  a  large  family  Axith  a  small  income,  and  only  the  mother  to 
do  everything  must  result  in  many  cases  to  ill-health  of  the  children. 

Domestic  overcroAvding  and  insanitation  : — -The  death-rate  is  high  in 
thickly  populated  districts,  especially  Avhere  the  houses  are  small,  ventil¬ 
ation  had,  no  proper  scullery  accommodation,  drainage  defective,  and 
privies  and  tub-closets  instead  of  AA^ater-closets,  streets  and  common  yards 
badly  paved. 

Parental  ignorance,  lack  of  medical  care  and  nursing.  Probably  the 
ignorance  in  matters  of  health  of  the  AAmrking-class  mother  is  not  much 
greater  than  that  of  mothers  in  better  circumstances  but  they  have  not  the 
same  facilities  of  getting  medical  advice  and  nursing  help. 

PoA^erty  and  intemperance  : — Intemperance  in  either  parent  is  a 
serious  cause  of  excessi\m  infant  mortality  especially  is  tliis  so  if  accom¬ 
panied  by  poA^erty,  it  leads  to  carelessness,  neglect,  dirtiness,  and  feeble 

AAull  poAA^’er. 

During  the  first  year  of  life  the  death-rate  is  still  very  high  among 
babies  AAdio  are  born  perfectly  healthy.  A  large  number  of  these  deaths 
can  be  preAmnted  as  they  are  due  to  ignorance,  carelessness  and  AAuant  of 
foresight  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  especially  the  mother.  KnoAAong  this 
it  becomes  necessary  that  means  must  be  found  in  order  to  give  suitable 
advice  and  help  to  mothers  and  to  those  Avho  are  expecting  to  become 
mothers. 

Maternity  centres  have  been  esfablished,  for  this  purpose  so  that 
mothers  may  attend  and  take  advantage  of  the  help  and  skilled  advice 
that  may  be  given. 

The  first  maternity  centre  in  St.  Plelens  AA^as  started  in  1914,  during 
the  first  six  months  the  average  number  of  cases  attending  each  clinic  AA^as 
about  hve,  from  that  time  the  numbers  have  gradually  increased,  so  that 
at  the  present  time  the  average  number  of  attendances  is  about  65  at  each 
clinic.  A  large  number  of  these  come  from  the  outlying  districts  such  as 
Sutton,  Sutton  Manor,  Thatto  Heath  and  Derbyshire  Hill  Road,  shoAAung 
that  the  uses  and  the  advantages  of  the  centre  soon  came  to  be  realised. 

No  maternity  centre  can  be  complete,  nor  can  its  usefulness  be  carried 
out  to  its  full  extent  Avithout  having  in  connection  with  it  a  hospital  or 
Avard  in  a  hospital  where  babies  who  require  skilled  attention  and  nursing 
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can  be  admitted.  In  a  number  of  cases  the  daily  attendance  of  the 
doctor  in  the  home  is  not  sufficient.  The  ignorance  of  the  parent  in  nursing, 
the  small  amount  of  time  she  has  at  her  disposal,  es2>ecially  if  she  has  a 
large  family,  and  the  home  surroundings,  2)revent  the  carrying  out  of  the 
instructions  given.  In  many  cases  this  means  the  death  of  the  sick  child. 

For  reasons  such  as  these  a  small  ward  was  given  over  for  baby  cases 
at  the  Borough  Sanatorium,  Beasley  Cross.  This  was  found  at  an  early 
date  to  be  too  small  for  the  number  of  babies  requiring  admission.  Old 
Whint  Hospital  was  taken  over  instead.  Even  now  the  accommodation 
is  far  too  small.  One  ward  is  set  apart  for  women  who  require  sj)ecia 
treatment  during  labour  and  the  lying-in  period. 

During  the  year  1916  thirty-five  babies  were  admitted  into  hospital, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  facilities  provided  were  instrumental  in 
saving  infant  life  and  improving  the  jrhysical  condition  of  those  discharged 

In  connection  with  the  maternity  centre  there  is  a  milk  depot,  where 
dried  milk  is  supplied  to  the  mothers  for  the  feeding  of  their  infants  who 
are  not  able  to  feed  themselves.  From  the  time  dried  milk  was  suj^plied 
the  popularity  of  the  depot  has  gradually  increased.  At  the  present  time 
about  half  a  ton  of  the  dried  milk  is  siipj^lied  every  month. 

Lying-in  outfits  are  also  lent  out  for  the  use  of  mother  and  child  when 
it  is  necessary. 

During  the  year  1916  there  were  no  less  than  281  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  in  St.  Helens,  giving  a  mortality  of  108  per  thousand  births. 
But  in  S2)ite  of  the  fact  that  the  infants  attending  the  baby  clinic  were 
mostly  brought  up  for  advice  because  they  were  losing  weight  or  were 
otherwise  ailing,  the  mortality  of  those  attending  the  clinic  was  only  24  joer 
thousand  births.  The  number  attending  the  clinic  was  a  small  23ortion 
of  the  total  births  of  the  town,  and  many  of  the  babies  were  only  a  few 
weeks  old  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  may  account  to  some  extent  for 
the  small  death-rate,  but  compared  with  the  figure  of  the  whole  of  St. 
Helens  it  shows  a  great  contrast,  and  indicates  a  ho23eful  future  for 
maternity  and  baby  work.  The  high  infant  death-rate  that  still  exists 
in  the  large  manufacturing  towns  can  be  reduced  if  the  j3arents  will  only 
take  the  trouble  to  get  advice  and  profit  by  it,  and  munici23ality  will 
also  do  their  share  in  seeing  that  the  inhabitants  have  good  housing  accom¬ 
modation  with  pro23er  sanitary  arrangements  and  plenty  of  open  space 
so  that  fresh  air  and  sunshine  will  not  be  shut  out, 


